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_.,. How constantly these two are put in 
-:"most striking juxtaposition through all 
“the history of God’s dealing with the 
“world and men. We study the story of 
that most wonderful of all the peoples of 
the earth, the descendants of Abraham, to 
find in its foreground a representation of 





“suffering set over against a more distant 


<-pieture ‘of surpassing glory. Israel’s suf- 
_. fering has been made real to the gaze of 
—men. Her glories are yet to be revealed. 
The transient gleamings of progress and 
‘poverty, of rest and triumph, as seen in 
the splendid reigns of her warrior and 
Statesman kings, are but illustrations of 
>» “the greater glories which the vision of 
~ her prophets ‘discern in the coming age. 
.: What is true of Israel’s people is true 
-also of Israel’s King. The way to His 
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SRAEL'S “SUFFERING 


By PROF. D. C. MARQUIS, D.D. 


sAddress before the Jewish Conference, Chicago, Septeniber 30, 1897. 


_NYACK AND NEW YORK, N. Y., WEDNESDAY, ‘MARCH 9, 1898. 


AND GLORY 


crown is along the path of suffer- 


ing. “Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things, and to enter 
into His glory?” The prophets 
of Christ and the glory that should 
likewise testified “of the sufferings 
follow.” “It behooved Him 

. to make the Captain of salva- 
tion perfect through suffering.” 

The believing Church, gathered 
from all the nations, has the same 
experience of shadow and sunshine, 
of cross and crown contrasted, of 
darkness and light, of suffering and 
glory.” “We who receive the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we our- 
selves groan within ourselves, wait- 
ing for the Sonship, the redemption 
of our body.” “If we suffer with 
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Him it is in order that we may be glorified 
‘together with Him.” 

And the whole round earth, the theatre 
-of man’s thoughts and deeds, the heritage 
of humanity, the irrational creation, is 
passing through suffering into glory. Its 
earnest expectation is “awaiting the 
Apocalypse of the sons of God, in hope 
‘that the creation itself shall be emanci- 
pated from the bondage of the corruption 
into the liberty of the glory of the chil- 
dren of God.” 

The present is the age of suffering. 
The next isthe age of glory. As the 
‘Kosmos and its possessor are sharers in 
the suffering, so the Kosmos and its in- 
habitant, humanity redeemed, will be par- 
takers of the glory. 

As Israel’s Messiah, ~at one time de- 
-spised and rejected, humiliated and put 
to shame, is pledged to rule in light and 
‘majesty and splendor, so His covenanted 
“people, the children of the loins of Abra- 
-ham, a nation banished and scattered and 
“peeled, shall yet “return and come 
to Zion with songs and everlasting 
sjoy upon their heads.” “They 
“ghall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away.” 

The whole scheme of God’s gov- 
ernment of the world is indis- 


- NORTH GATE, 


‘solubly linked with the destinies - 
of the Israelitish nation. The 
_ covenants, which Jehovah so 
graciously inaugurated with the 
fathers and founders of the house 
of Israel, are the foundation on 
which rests the hope, not only 


of the earth. “In thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.” In the 
process of the fulfillment of these cove- 
nants, the Messiah appeared once to suf- 
fer, and in the culmination of these cove- 
nants He will appear again, to reign. 
Upon these covenants the promises of 
God to Israel, concerning her glory of the 
latter days, continually lean for their 
verification and support. “That thou 
shouldst enter into covenant with the 
Lord thy God that He may es- 
tablish thee today for a people unto Him- 
self, that He may be unto thee a God, as 
He hath said unto thee, and as He hath 
sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to 
Tsaac and to Jacob.” “Tf any of thine he 
driven out into the utinost parts of 
heaven. from thenee will the Terd thy 
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of 
the peculiar people, but of all the families 





He fetch thee. And the Lord thy God 
will bring thee into the land that thy 
fathers possessed, and thou shalt possess 
it.” 

This was spoken to the people whom 
Moses led from Israel into Canaan. It 
was spoken of the land which by divine 
covenant had become the God-pledged 
heritage of the seed of Abraham. 

It has ever been a land of wondrous 
capabilities and of strange and stirring 
history. Its beauty and fertility in the 
days of its peace and prosperity could 
scarcely be exaggerated. It is described 
as a land of wheat and barley, and vines 
and fig trees, and pomegranates and olive 
oil and honey; its hillsides laden with or- 
chards and vineyards, its valleys laden 
with luxuriant grains. It has been the 
envy and the battleground of the kings 
of the East. It has been the prey of the 
Assyrian, the Egyptian, ihe Persian, the 
Greek, the Roman, and, for lung cen- 
turies, has been ground beneath 1!.. hee! 


go ohh -. ZION’S GATE. ae eee a 
of the Moslem. It presents today, as it 
has done for ages, a scene of desolation 
and degradation as depressing as its 
beauty was once attractive. This land, 
upon whose uncultivated and unpeopled 
nakedness the curse of God is today as 
manifest as His favor once was full, must 
yet be restored to more than its ancient 
beauty, and must shine again wilh more 
than its former glory. Its pastures will 
again be clothed with flocks, and its val- 
leys covered with corn. Its terraced hills 
will again nourish their rows of purple 
wealth. Its fallen walls and deserted 
folds, and broken cisterns, and forsaken 
cities will be built again. For, it is a 
land securely given to the house of Israel, 
by the God of Israel, to be an inalienable 
inheritance, and everlasting possession, 
however frequent oer Jong continued may 
he their periods of dispossession, 
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gave title in terms too plain to be mis- 
understood. “Lift up thine eyes and 
look from the place where thou art, 
northward and southward, and eastward 
and westward, for all the land which thou 
seest, to thee. will I give it, and thy seed 
forever. Arise, walk through the land, 
in the length of it and the breadth of 
it, for I will give it unto thee.” Again, 
“Unto thy seed have I given this land, 
from the river of Egypt unto the great 
river Euphrates.” Again, “I will give 
unto thee all the land of Canaan for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their 
God.” © 

An eminent legal authority has said, 
“Here is a title expressly recorded and 
reaffirmed and a name is given to the 
land; the same land whose boundaries are 
afterwards defined by Moses and by 
Joshua.” 

From these premises the same author- 
ity reasons thus: “A title which guaran- 
tees everlasting possession must be future 
as well as past. If possession has been 
literal in the past, it must also be literal 
in the future. If in the future it is to 
be only spiritual, then, in the past it has 
been only spiritual. But that is contrary 
to fact. Therefore, the spiritualities of 
the title as to future possession must be 
equally contrary to fact.” 
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: A future possession of the land of Ca- 
naan by the Jewish people is guaranteed 
by the repeated promise of Almighty God. 


_.-The expectation can be set aside only by 
--the assumption that the covenants have 


been superseded or reversed. That would 
be to reverse the whole divine economy 
of redemption, for the New Testament 
promise and provision of Gentile salva- 
tion are made to rest upon the Abrahamic 
covenants, which Paul declares no subse- 
quent economy could disannul. The 
prophetic future of God’s government of 
the world is bound up in these same cove- 
nants. ‘ 

Was ever title more indisputably placed 
on record? It is clear, concise, compre- 
hensive, authoritative. There may be 
periods of interrupted possession. There 
may be dispossession and dispersion, drag- 
ging along through centuries on cen- 
turies. There may be hostile tenancy, as 
is that of the Turk today. There may 
be selfish schemes of diplomacy, such as, 
to the shame of the so-called Christian 
powers of Europe, exists today The 
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_°- subjection until the times of the Gentiles bered, dismantled, apparently hope- j » hrougt oi sae! 
~ are fulfilled. Yet, not all of these influ- lessly extinct; as a people el tee ee gy ance 
ences combined can mar the title of Abra- teemed, trodden down, oppressed, cupied land may be led b fe : ak will 6 
: - ham’s sons, or prevent their possession of shunned, undone. Yet, yonder is settled in. that Seas and se ms 
>... Abraham’s land. Two hundred, or four the land whose wilderness and waste sion which the promis Sadie bes Beart 
ne ~ hundred years in Egypt, did not work a places shall again be glad with fer- much in obec vi er h of the 
oy forfeiture. Seventy years in Babylon did tility and plenty; whose deserts shall great tribulation hich ie aa th : he 
oe ~not cloud the title. No more can nine- rejoice and blossom as the rose in times, as set forth i ah are =a : 
oe teen or twice nineteen hundred years of loveliness and beauty. And these are Jesus Christ and of Paul aa ce John, pl pasa ie 
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-.. centre there. It may be that the most exalted 
© and glowing predictions of Israel’s future glory 
will find their ultimate fulfillment beyond the 
tribulation, in the new heavens and the new 

earth. : . 
Nor need we anticipate that any great moral 
or spiritual change will attend or immediately 
follow the Jewish occupation of Palestine. It 
snay be brought about by the operation of pure- 
ly natural causes, through the scheming and 
planning of men, influenced by the ordinary 
motives that govern a selfish and self-seeking 
humanity. It requires no very subtle analysis 
to discern the conditions at present existing 
which might. under the ordinary motives that 
influence men, bring 
about this very result. 
In what year, or 
month, or week, or 
day, the European 
powers will grow 
weary of the task of 
“nursing the sick 
man,” and will con- 
clude to let him die, 
and will proceed to 
administer upon his: 
estate, only the Om- 
niscient can tell. It 
might take place to- 
day, tomorrow or on 
any succeeding day. 
God grant that it may 
come very soon! 
But, when that foul 
blot upon the world’s 









































“2. ° dispersion among the 
“*< -mations disturb this 
‘:eelestial entail which 
~ venfolds the house of 
“Israel to its remotest 

“generation. 

: The land exists to- 

-....day without a people. 
“ No one can journey 
» over its barren hills 
or across its sunny 
- plains without being 
impressed with the 
_. _ thought that here is 
‘-a land without a 

- -* people. 
: Not less true is it that scattered up and down 
-the world, dwellers in every clime, touching 
“.» “-every phase of commercial life, loyal supporter 
= "of every government, contributing tone and 
strength to every variety of enterprise, is a 
“people without a country; a people with every 
- -yacial distinction preserved, but with every na- 
_,..°: tional aspiration either dormant, or absorbed 
“in the interests and hopes of the nations where 

os they dwell. 

-. +. The story of the depression of the land and 
the dispersion of the people is too well known 
_..... to need repetition. But just as truly as yonder 

, 4s the land waiting for its people, so truly is 
"this people scattered among the nations, await- 
ing their restoration to their land. Rent and 
-- torn, they have been drinking the bitter cup 

-/-. 4: ever since the Assyrian deportation began. One 

--. oe has followed another, each heavier than the 
last, until the destruction of their partially re- 
stored autonomy under the merciless blows of 


imperial Rome took every semblance of nation- 
ality away. the people who yet are to return and civilization is wiped away, and_ the 
For more than eighteen hundred years they come to Zion with songs and ever- heel of “the unspeakable Turk” is thrust 
have heen wanderers on the face of the earth. lastin jov upon their heads; who aside from the neck of Palestine, no re- 
ee sr teghs ape deo omane Tooglities vet shall ohiain dav and eladness, adjustment of territory and government 
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claims of the Jew. The hold which the 
world’s bankers and financiers have upon 
the treasuries of all the “Powers” is far 
too deep and strong to be ignored. When 
the hour for readjustment has come, the 
Jew has only to ask in order to receive. 
And there are enough Jews in Palestine 
today to hold the country and govern it 
successfully, and develop its resources, if 
possession were but guaranteed. The 
colonies at Meron and Sharon, though yet 
in the day of small things, will suggest, 
to those who have seen them, an idea of 
the agricultural possibilities of the. land, 
and of the capabilities of the people. 

In contemplating such an event as 

among the probabilities of the near fu- 
ture, one cannot but be impressed by the 
marvellous preservation of the people; not 
only as a distinct race with pedigree un- 
impeachable, but also, with mental vigor 
undiminished, with racial vitality un- 
checked, with intellectual force unim- 
paired. The fellahin of Egypt, the peas- 
antry of Mesopotamia and Syria, the 
‘weakling wordy patriot of Greece, the 
dago of Italy, alike tell the story of de- 
generacy immeasurable contrasted with 
the civilization from which they fell. 

But this people, so scattered as to be 
without the power of combined action, 
contending against odds, surmounting 
perils and weathering storms such as no 
other people ever encountered, have suc- 
cessfully baffledaservitude, unparalleled in 
severity, for near two thousand years; and 
their influence upon the thought and.-life 
of the world is greater today than it was 
at the beginning of the dispersion. Like 
its great leader at the close of the journey 
in the wilderness, the eye of the nation is 
still undimmed and its natural force is 
unabated. No people are found today 
filling so many of the positions of trust, 
or occupying so many of the seats of pow- 
er. The anti-Semitism of the continen- 
tal countries is but the overflow of the 
jealousy which hates the ability with 
which it has not been able successfully 
to compete. Only let these abilities and 


and energies be concentrated within the 


limits of a single nationality in a single 
land, and that land so situated geographi- 
cally that it must become the clearing- 
house of exchanges between the Hast and 
the West, and who can foretell the power 


and distinction they must inevitably. 


achieve. In the light of the history of 
their past, the facts of their present and 
the probabilities of their future, our 
minds are prepared to accept the predic- 
tions of their coming exaltation, as fore- 
telling a glory to be attained that will 
surpass all that has been realized in the 
splendor of the distant past. History 
and prediction are seen to be walking 
hand in hand toward the accomplishing 
of that grand result which revelation 
clearly portends, but which the event 
alone can fully disclose. 
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There are four wonderful things about 
Israe]—their election, their rejection, their 
unbelief and their ingathering. — Tsrael’s 
first sin was in asking: their Jast in re- 
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THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT. 


The Fifth Conference of Galician 
Zionists was held at Lemberg on the 26th 
of December, 1897. There was a numer- 
ous attendance, and so important were the 
debates that they lasted without inter- 
mission from nine o’clock in the morning 
until three o’clock the next morning. Dr. 
O. Kokesch attended from Vienna, as 
delegate of the Zionist -Executive Com- 
mittee. The reports submitted to the 
meeting showed that in less than a year 
the Ahawath Zion Society had formed 
120 local committees. This society, while 
adhering in principle to the resolutions 
of the Basle Congress, had decided with 
the co-operation of the Chovevi Zion As- 


sociationg in Paris and London to assist © 


in founding a new colony in Palestine. 
The committee had also sent to the Jew- 
ish Colonization Association in Paris a 
memorandum on the pauperism of the 
Jews, which had induced the Council of 
that body to occupy itself with the crea- 
tion of a Jewish Agricultural School in 
Galicia. 

A resolution was adopted by the Con- 
ference to the effect that the Galician 
Zionists adhere to the programme of the 
Basle Conference, and recognize the Ex- 
ecutive Committee as the chief guiding 
spirit in all Zionist affairs, and submit to 
its orders; at the same time they declare 
that they cannot dismiss practical colo- 
nizing activity as the most advantageous 
form of Zionist agitation. 

A Zionist Society has been formed in 
Rome, under the title of Unione Israel- 
itica di Roma.—Jewish Chronicle. 

eo ee ee 
NOT PLEASED. = 

That Unitarians find no comfort in the 
fulfillment of prophecy may be seen from 
the following sad refrain of one of their 
most promising ministers: 

“The era of practical piety has not yet 
come. There is much that yet divides 
and hurts. The Zionistic movement 
among the Jews, an effort to gather the 
House of Israel once more together on 
the hills of Palestine, is to me one of the 
sad movements of the year. It points to 
a pathetic cause, the still wicked bigotry 
of Christianity toward its own mother 
faith. The cruelty of Europe that cruci- 
fied a Jew nineteen centuries ago still 
visiting Golgotha cruelties upon his peo- 
ple. I do not wonder that the patriotic 
Jews turn as they did in the days of the 
elder Isaiah, Jongingly toward Palestine, 


but ihe remedy proposed is as discour- 
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vindicate himself not by isolation but by 
combination. The chasm between Juda- 
ism and Christianity must be bridged; the 
ditch must be filled in; the Jew must lose 
his Jewish consciousness in the greater 
consciousness of humanity; the Christian 
must lose his consciousness that becomes 
sons of God.” —Jenkin Lloyd Jones. 


rs ee : ©-< 2? oe 
“ {HE REVIVAL OF HEBREW. 
A Society for the Study of Colloquial 
Hebrew has been formed in the East End 
of London. The number of members is 


already considerable, and all business is 
transacted in Hebrew. 


ene Ae ee DD ore 
A large number of the readers of THE 
ALLIANCE have availed themselves of our 
offer to send Hebrew New Testaments, in 
quantities of from one to a one thousand, 
by simply paying the postage, express or 
freight, on the parcel. This is very grati- 


-fying, and we desire to say that we will 


be glad to fill all such orders. We espe- 
cially ask the prayers of all who love 
Israel that God will bless His Word as it 
is put into the hands of His own people, 
and grant that it “shall not return void.” 
Address Mission House, 22 Solon Place, 
Chicago, Ill. The postage on one Testa- 
ment is six cents. 

“Comfort ye, comfort ye My people, 
saith your God.” Isa. xl. 1. 
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A federation of all the Zionist societies _ 


-in New York and all the surrounding 
cities is in process of formation. 
~ teen such societies have already joined the 


Thir- 


movement, and there is strong hope that 
all will eventually come in. A commit- 
tee is now at work upon a constitution 
for the federation. When this will be 
completed and an organization formed 
the attempt will be made to found a Na- 
tional Zionist Federation for the whole of 
the United States—Richard Gotthetl. 


2 ie) 


About one hundred compositions 
have been sent into the committee, ap- 
pointed by the Berlin Zionist toward a 
prize for the best Jewish national hymn. 
The poems, some of which are accom- 
panied by musical compositions, are in 
many languages, the majority in German, 
and next comes Hebrew, then Jargon, 
French. Halian, and English. The award 
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CHOSEN IN HIM a 


i - Weekly Sermon—By Rev. A. B. SIMPSON. 


_ «He hath chosen us-in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should 


be holy and without blame in love. 


Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 


children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, that 
we should be to the praise of the glory of His grace.’’—Eph. i. 4-6. 


T. PAUL'S epistle 
to the Ephesians is 
the most deeply 

MA spiritual of all his 
Y letters. It reaches 


P| a higher plane of 
Mee | spiritual experience 
~~ SS\) than any of his 


lofty writings. It 


has been compared to the book of Joshua 
sin the Old Testament as a manual of the 
“2: higher Christian life and the saint’s in- 
>. » heritance in the Land of Promise. 
.-:,0f the fathers have compared it to the 
“. ‘ place of the heart in the human body, the 
-.*--most vital and important organ, and 
*-. therefore not in the extremities but in the 
~- “very core of our physical organism. So 
-. this epistle is in the very heart of the New 
“= ‘Testament, and constitutes the very core 
-* .of spiritual teaching and experience. It 
“> has one distinct 


Some 


284 TEXT AND KEYNOTE. ~~ 
It is the third verse of the first chap 





——ter, “Blessed be the God and Father of 

.our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed 

-. us with all the blessings of the Spirit in 

os. heavenly places in Christ.” 
<° - therefore 

|. <ALL THE BLESSINGS OF THE SPIRIT IN THE 


Its theme is 


HEAVENLIES. 
This verse, unhappily translated “in 


“3. heavenly places,” describes not so much 
a local situation as a spiritual region, that 
'. “sphere of resurrection life, that realm of 
_ divine things, that higher, holier element 
_.. of the supernatural where we know God 
-. and dwell with Jesus Christ in the atmos- 
“phere of the Holy Ghost, and find our- 


selves in a real world of unseen, yet glori- 


“>, @us verities, which the deeper senses of 
»<. the spiritual nature alone can perceive 
. oh and realize. 
- << §nto this celestial realm through our 
"2 resurrection life in Christ. 


We have been translated 
It is illu- 


.... minated and vivified by the Holy Spirit. 
*~ It is the very element of our new life, and 
- -.:in it we have been introduced to the en- 
-(.. Joyment of unspeakable blessings which 
~*~. are here called “all the blessings of the 
Spirit” 


These blessings are unfolded in detail 
throughout the epistle. The first is the 
blessing of our divine election in the eter- 
nal purpose of God. Next is the blessing 


of redemption, followed by the blessing £ 


of our personal salvation and calling. 
Then comes the blessing of our sealing 
1 .T tro ae 


the blessing of our divine illumination, 
“to know the hope of His calling and the 
riches of the glory of His inheritance’ in 
the saints.” These fill up the first chap- 
ter. 

The second chapter leads us into the 
unspeakable blessing of our quickening 
with Christ through death and resurrec- 
tion, and our exaltation in Him to share 
His ascension life in the heavenlies. Next 
comes the blessing of our collective life 
as the Body, the Bride and the Building 
of God, the blessing which we share with 
the household of faith and the church of 
Jesus Christ. 

This leads us into a still deeper per- 
sonal experience of blessing as, “with all 
saints,” we come to know in the third 
chapter, “the breadth and length and 
depth and height of the love of Christ, 
and are filled with all the fulness of 
God.” ; 

Having led us onward and upward to 


this infinite height of blessing the apostle 


next brings us back to earth, and takes 
us to the practical sphere of our common 
life in our homes, our business and our 
social relationships; and he unfolds to us 
the blessing of practical holiness in all 
the minutia of our daily experience as 
husbands and wives, parents and children, 
masters‘and servants, brethren and citi- 
zens, representing Christ, living out His 
life amid the secularities, temptations 
and trials of common life. . 

Finally, the crowning blessing is the 
supreme conflict and the complete victory 
of the risen life unfolded in the closing 
paragraph, where we meet at the very 
gates of heaven and in the very heavenlies 
the principalities and powers of hell, and 
become “more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us.” 

Such is the scope of this great epistle. 
Altogether it contains about as many 
words as an ordinary sermon, but it would 
outweigh in richness, beauty and spiritual 
power all the sermons that have ever been 
written and all the combined libraries of 
earth. Let us reverently follow our 
Heavenly Guide through all the blessings 
of the Spirit in the heavenlies, and, as 
each new vision unfolds, may faith hear 
Him say, “AJ! this is thine,” for “we have 
received the Spirit that is of God, that we 
might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God.” 

The first of these blessings is 
CHOSEN IN HIM. 
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duces us at once to the very highest re- 
gion of thought. let earthly reason 
grow dumb, and let faith listen with 
hushed veneration and submission to the 
voice of revelation and learn to believe 
even where she cannot see. We are ex- 
ploring a realm of truth, which, notwith- 
standing all the difficulties which con- 
front man’s poor intellect, is undoubtedly 
one of the teachings of divine revelation, 
and which we believe will be found one 
of the most comforting, encouraging and 
uplifting truths which the Holy Ghost 
has given to the disciples of Christ. 

Two great truths run with unbroken 
clearness through the Word of God. One 
is the purpose of God, and the other is 
the freedom of man. We may not always 
be able to harmonize them, but we know 
that both are true. 

When Joseph’s brethren cruelly and 
wickedly sold him into Egypt we know 
that it was their voluntary sin, and years 
afterwards the finger of conscience point- 
ed it out even to them in the lurid light 
of their own sorrows until they cried, 
“We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the anguish of his 
soul, and refused to hear his cry.” But 
years afterwards Joseph also revealed the 
other side of this strange story when he 
said by inspiration, “God sent me before 
you to save life. Ye meant it for evil, 
but God meant it for good.” There is the 
fact of the freedom and responsibility of 
these wicked men, but there is the other 
fact that God’s purpose through it all is to 
accomplish His grand design forthe world. 

So again, Peter, speaking to the men 
who crucified the Lord, declared with in- 
dignation and divine inspiration, “Ye 
have taken Him, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and slain Him, when Pilate 
was determined to let Him go.” But at 
the same time Peter says that “He was 
delivered up to them by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God.” 
There are the two facts. Reject them if 
you can. They are both true, and yet 
reason’s feet are too limited to scale the 
void between; but, thank God, as Dr. 
Cairns has said with graphic eloquence, 
“We can take the wings of faith and fly 
across the gulf from peak to peak, and be- 
lieve them both, though we may not always 
be able to perfectly comprehend them.” 

I. The time of our election. “Chosen 
in Him before the foundation of the 
world.” At a bound we are carried back 
into the remotest ages of the past eter- 
nity, and we are taught that God was 
thinking about us, loving us and planning 
to bless us Jong ago. Redemption is 
then no after thought, no hasty provision 
to remedy the catastrophe of the fall, but 
a great original and eternal thought of 
God’s heart of love. We seem to hear 
Him saying to us in the words of Jere- 
miah, “The Lord hath appeared unto me 
of old saying, yea, I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love.” Eternal in its be- 
ginning as in its duration. God chose us 
and purposed to save and bless us before 
We ever made us. therefore He must have 
made us on purpose thal Tle niteht save 
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for some higher destiny than human na- 
ture alone would seem to indicate. We 
were always intended for the high dignity 
of the sons of God. 

Moreover, if this be true, God’s pur- 
‘pose for our salvation and blessing was 
anterior to the creation of the world it- 
self. Therefore the very world must have 
been made with a view to man’s eternal 
future. The whole creation must have 
‘been designed to illustrate and set forth 
the greater work of the new creation. The 
‘light that shines in yonder heaven must 
have been shot from the quiver of His 
hand in order that it might set forth the 
light of life. The beauty and glory of 
nature were constituted just as an alpha- 

bet to spell out the story of redemption. 
_ Further, this implies that the thought 
of our salvation was prior to the fact of 
‘our fall. We were chosen in Him before 
Satan ever appeared upon the scene and 
sin ever entered earth’s spotless Eden to 
wreck man’s innocence and happiness. 
Therefore God began long before the 
devil did, and redemption is no second 
thought, no mere remedial scheme to un- 
do the work of the fall, but God’s great 
‘primary plan for which all nature was 
formed, all existence brought into being, 
and all other things created. 
_ What a wonderful sweep this gives to 
the wings of faith! What a wonderful 
horizon is extended before the vision of 
the heaven-taught soul! What a grandeur 
and a majesty it adds to existence and to 
the standpoint and outlook of the child 
of God and heir of glory! 

II. The Christocentrie standpoint of 
our election. “Chosen in Him.” God’s 

—purpose of blessing toward us is related 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and Him alone. 
He has been from all eternity the central 
‘object of the Father’s thought and the 
agent of all His purposes and plans. 
Away back of the story of salvation is the 
ancient covenant of redemption between 

~the Father and the Son, that sublime 
transaction in which the Father promised 
all the blessings of His grace, and the Son 
‘undertook to fulfill all the conditions 
through which He now claims the mighty 
‘reward, not only of man’s salvation, but 
of that inheritance of glory which was 
given Him for us in the remotest ages of 
the past. Christ, therefore, as the Son of 
God, the Son of man, and great Head of 

“the covenant of redemption stands above 

: all things as the archetype for whom and 
by whom are THE ALL THINGS. 

It was for Him as well as by Him that 
the first creation sprang into being. “He 
is before all things, and by Him all things 

- hang together.” So the apostle expresses 
this sublime truth in the sister epistle 
.. which he wrote to the Colossians about 
. the same time that he wrote this one to 
“the Ephesians. For this reason He is 
“Vealled in the book of Revelation “the 
‘Lamb slain from before the foundation 
of the world.” In God’s thought He was 
always the Christ who was to live and to 
die and rise and reign for the redemption 
of men. So we find ITim in the remark- 
able vision of the eighth chapter of 
igh 6 Sh ees le cens 
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were no depths, no fountains of water, 


before the mountains were brought forth, bu 


before the earth was spread abroad, before 
the firmament was stretched on high, 
“then,” He says, “was I with Him, as one 
brought up with Him, and I was daily 
His delight, rejoicing always before Him,” 
and then, with unutterable tenderness He 
adds, “rejoicing in the habitable parts of 
His earth, and My delights were with the 
sons of men.” | . 

It was then that we were chosen in. 
Him, and that God perfected the mighty 
plan of bringing many saints unto glory 
through the Captain of their salvation, 
and creating in the ages to come a new 
order of beings who should bridge the in- 
finite chasm between the Creator and the 
creation. ; . 

III. The nature of the election. 

1. “Chosen.” 
ticular selection. 
Me, but I have chosen you,” He says to 
His disciples. “Ye are a chosen genera- 
tion,” the apostle Peter declares to the 
saints to whom he wrote. 

2. “Predestinated.” This carries the 
thought a step further, and expresses the 
idea of a particular purpose and destiny 
planned for the object of His choice. 
There is no doubt that God has such a 
plan, not only for the universe, but for 
every man, and the greatest thing that 
any of us can wish or obtain is to meet 
His thought and plan. . 

3. “The good pleasure of His will.” 
This denotes the sovereignty of His 
choice, the independence of His will, His 
right to choose, to plan, to own, to govern 
our lifé and being. In this age of license 
it is well to remember that there is one 
throne that is fixed of old; that there is 
one sceptre that is universal and supreme; 
that there is one will that has the right 
to choose and to dispose; that there is one 
Being who doeth according to His will 
among the armies of heaven and the in- 
habitants of earth, and none can stay His 
hand from working, or say to Him, “What 
doest Thou?” It is well that earthly 
monarchs are limited because they are im- 
perfect, but there is one Monarchy that 
is not limited because it cannot err. Re- 
sist, rebel, refuse as we may, we are all 
inexorably tending to the footstool of that 
throne where every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that He is Lord, and 
the universe proclaim, “The Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth.” There is a place 
for the sovereignty of God, and that place 
is at the foundation of every true char- 
acter and every spiritual blessing. 

4, “To the praise of the glory of His 
grace.” That covers all the splendors of 
His throne with the halo of love, with the 
gentle light of grace. It is not arbitrary. 
It is not despotic, though it be so mighty 
and supreme; but it is always kind and 
all its decrees are prompted by infinite 
love, and the purpose to bless the subjects 
of His sway. Such is the doctrine of di- 
vine election. 

IV. The purpose of His election. 

1. “That we should be His sons.” Hig 
eternal object was that a new order of 
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This denotes our par- 
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“Ye have not chosen - 


lest archangel in the glory was not a son, 
t only a servant. But His Father 
heart longed for the fellowship of chil- 
dren, and purposed that marvellous de- 
sign which should bring into being a 
whole race of His own very offspring, 
representing on the one side the lower 
sphere of creation itself, and on the other 
the sublime height of His throne. 

This is the race to which it is our 
privilege to belong; not the creatures of 
God merely, not the servants of God only, 
but His very sons. Sons, not only by 
the new creation, but saints by our very — 
union with the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the participation of His own nature, so 
that He can say of us, “My Father and 
your Father, My God and your God.” 
“Behold what manner of love the Father 


. hath bestowed upon. us that we should be 


called the sons of God.” 

2. “That we should be holy and with- 
out blame before Him in love.” His pur- 
pose for us-is that we should resemble 
Him, that we should wear His perfect 
image, that we should be beyond question 
or criticism, and that this holiness should 
consist in the perfection of love which is 
the glory and the essence of His own 
nature. It is very evident, therefore, 


that any one who talks about being 


elected to salvation and being saved in 
consequence, no matter what they may 
do, is talking in the blindest ignorance. 
We are not elected to salvation and 
heaven; we are elected to holiness and 
faith, and if we are not receiving and ex- 
hibiting these qualities it ie an idle dream 
and a shocking mockery to rest in any 
such delusion, which is simply fatalism of 
the grossest kind. 

8. We are elected “to the praise of the 
glory of His grace.” We are to show to 
the ages to come, to the universe, how 
God can love and save a sinful race, and 
lift a being from the lowest to the high- 
est condition, “that in the ages to come 
He may show the exceeding riches of His 
grace in His kindness toward us by Christ 
Jesus.” 

V. The practical value and comfort of 
this truth. 7 | 

1. It heightens and intensifies our con- 
ception of the love of God. Time is an 
element in human affection. Old friends 
are especially dear. Love accumulates 
with lapse of years, but the oldest friend- 
ships is but as yesterday compared with 
God’s ancient and eternal love. How 
long He has loved us, how long ago He 
thought of us! . How infinitely touching 
to think that He made everything in this 
universe with special reference to our 
happiness and future destiny. He loved 
us before we were born. He wants us to 
know the length and strength of that 
eternal love, and He is ever saying to us, 
“Yea, I have loved thee with an everlast- 
ing love, therefore with loving kindness 
have I drawn thee.” Let us not think 
that even our choice of Him was the first 
choice. 

“Why was I made to hear His voice, 

And enter while there’s room, 


While others make the fatal choice, 
And rather starve than come? 
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ito develop in strength until it should be 

_ headed up in the anti-Christ whom the 
-.. -.Lord would destroy by the brightness of 
. ‘His coming. When Christians now speak 
--of this apostacy it is common for them to 

~: refer to Roman Catholicism as its fulfill- 
But what blindness that is! That 


ya. athe pure faith of the Gospel no Protestant 
as But what of Protestantism 
"herself, is there no apostacy there? Say 

-; what we please against Roman Catholi- 


oe -;\>-¢ism herself, there are nevertheless many 





- precious truths it holds, covered though 
<> they be with the rubbish of idolatry and 
.... tradition, that are fast slipping away from 
"the hold of Protestantism altogether. 
‘What about the infallibility of the Scrip- 
_.. tures and the redeeming blood of Christ, 
,.. for example? They may be difficult to 
_ «:-find in the theology of Rome, but they 
os “are there today, just as they always have 
>.) been. But dig never so deep in the 
--."" teachings of certain phases of current 
"Protestantism for these fundamentals of 
sof the truth, and you will have only your 
.s.. Nabor for your pains. 
‘tee, toe ALLIANCE, in its “Press Echoes 
from Contemporaries,” a month since, 
illustration of this 





- furnished a vivid 
..:, Protestant apostacy. It gave testimonies 
cs > from seven ministers, representing the 
Baptist, Congregational, Episcopal and 
Methodist churches, and leading men in 
“". every instance, who bore witness to the 
“opinion that ignorance was no sin, that 
"morality rather than belief in the Sa- 
_. .Viour were the passport to the kingdom 
<i l=of heaven, and that Agnostics, Colonel 
- Ingersoll among them, might enter Para- 

“>. dise as well as any other men. The hv- 

_. man feeling of sympathy for the lost and 
: “erring, and the desire that all men might 
i ~,.be saved underlying such expressions as 
these, are experiences which could only 
~-- be absent from brutes. But for Christian 
'.s:teachers in high places to state such con- 
+ ¢lusions in the face of the plain declara- 
~--"s tions of the Scriptures to the contrary is 
not only rebellion against God, but 

_ ‘treason even to their fellowman. It may 
_“.»be polite, but it is not faithful or kind 
~:~ to tell an Agnostic he is going to heaven 
-. when God says he is going to hell. We 
-.- are earnestly exhorted to convert Roman 
«Catholics, and it is said they are legiti- 
“< "mate soil for the implanting of the 
+ Protestant gospel. But what gospel? 
Would a devout Roman Catholic be bet- 

ter or worse off in a spiritual sense to be 
diverted from a superstitious priest to a 
rationalistic preacher? Is the apostacy 


in the one ease any more serious than in 
thre other? 


- Paul speaks of a great apostacy in the 
church already at work in his day, and. 





_ THE PROTESTANT APOSTACY 


|" By JAMES GRAY, D.D., Boston, Mass. 


But here is an ominous feature—om- 
inous in the sense that it speaks of “men’s 
hearts failing them for fear.” A large 
number of Alliance people, we are told, 
were wondering whether the publication 
of these rationalistic opinions of certain 
Protestant clergymen in their organ was 
to be taken as an expression of its in- 


dorsement of them. No wonder the edi- 


tor felt “humbled!” The circumstance 
recalls that scene at the last Passover. 
When our Lord said that one of the 
Twelve would betray him, every one of 
them began to ask, “Lord, is it I?” There 
was not one who did not feel himself 
capable of the dreadful deed. Oh, how 
greatly we need the sustaining and: en- 
lightening power of the Holy Ghost in 
these days when, if it were possible, Sa- 
tan would deceive the very elect! 

But the Protestant apostacy referred to 
has its negative as well as its positive side, 
the one naturally leading up to the other. 
Not only are Protestant teachers affirm- 
ing such infidel doctrines, but where the 
opportunity or boldness is lacking to do 
that, are they not denying others essen- 
tial to salvation by the simple process of 
omitting to preach upon them altogether? 
What numberless souls are going to perdi- 
tion from the very pews in which they 
sit on the Sabbath, while their shepherds 
instead of feeding them with the bread of 
life occupy their attention with the latest 
discussions in the political or literary 
world? Dr. A. J. Gordon, shortly before 
his death, addressed a ministers’ meeting 
in which he related a remarkable conver- 
sion that had taken place in his church on 
the previous Sabbath evening, and naive- 
ly added in conclusion, “I am _ glad, 
brethren, I was not preaching on Coxey’s 
Army.” Coxey’s Army had been the 
reigning sensation not long before, and 


while all his ministerial hearers were well: 


aware that the cap did not fit the head of 
Dr. Gordon himself, some of them were 
not so sure but they had need to wear it. 
It is not. a year since a noted Presbyterian 
divine, of wide influence in his denomi- 
nation, read four chapters out of the 
“Bonnie Brier Bush” without note or 
comment, in lieu of a sermon one Sabbath 
evening, and as it “took” well he followed 
it up a week later with a running para- 
phrase on Whittier’s “Swan Song of Par- 
son Avery.” What shall we say to these 
things? Why should not preachers such 
as these declare that Agnostics can enter 
heaven? And why should not their hear- 
ers, and especially their younger hearers, 
agree with them? And why should not 
the Missionary Boards be reporting defi- 
cits? Tf honest Agnosties can enter 
heaven, why not honest heathen? And 
if denest benther Lave so evaed a chance, 
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why waste our money and our efforts on 
their conversion to Jesus Christ? “Thus,” 
says the New York Sun (referring, how- 
ever, to another incident than that re- 
corded above), “one by one, Presbyterian 
theologians of distinction and wide influ- 
ence in shaping the opinions of the 
ministry, are knocking down the pillars 
of the Christian faith.” Are we not then 
Justified in speaking of the Protestant 
apostacy? May God keep us faithful to — 
His Word, whether men hear or whether 
they will forbear. 





_ THE FIRST NEW SONG 
es A BIBLE LESSON. oe 
By LLEWELLYN A, MORRISON. 


(STENOGRAPHICALLY REPORTED.) 


My beloved, I have a new song for you 
today, for which a friend has written a 
nice setting. We will learn the song and 
music to begin with, and in the Song of 
our song find the subject of our lesson. 
You will observe it is a quotation from 
the introduction of the Apocalypse: 


. THE NEW SONG. 


-Have you heard the song, 
i The exultant song, 
«. The first new song, 
:)'" The redeemed one sings 
In the courts of light — 
Where the blood-washed thron 
And the hallelujahs ring? 


Sona:— 


Unto Him who loveth us 
And hath washed us from our sins, 
In His own blood;”’ 
“And hath made us to be kings 
_ And priests unto God 
And His father;” 
Unto Him be glory 
And dominion forever.” 


Do you know the song? 
“~ You must hear it here 
“Where sin and wrong 
i Can the spirit move 
“To obtain the pureness 
‘By blood brought near wie) 0G 

- And the Lord’s unfailing love. os 


. “Tis a wondrous song 
- In its wealth of bliss, 
-.-Nor sorrow blendeth 
Nor pain, nor strife; 
:-They are victors, crowned, 
And have found their place 
In the holy land of life. 
Oh, the bloom that breathes 
In the fragrant song, 
_-From amorous hearts 
: With delight aflame; 
“All the ransomed join 
' And His praise prolong, 
By whom they overcome. 


With uplifted faces, sealed sight but 
unsealed vision, silent lips but speaking 
hearts, let us hold soul-converse with our 
Heavenly Father, that we, too, by spirit 
eye may see the estatic hosts in-sweeping 
to the presence of the King, and hear the ~ 
hymns of reverent praise and songs of 
jubilant delight, as did the beloved disci- 
ple on that other Lord’s Day morning. 
We, in this beautiful temple of our God. 
He, amid the crags, caverns and desolate- 
ness of Patmos, shut in by Roman hate 
on every side but heavenward. Let us 
(Silent praver.) 
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There ig a blessing promised to every 
one who readeth the words of this 
prophecy. It is freighted and saturated 
with the fervor and favor of the Holy 
Ghost, just as He of Nazareth was with 
divine energy, whose garment-touch had 
holy healing and everlasting strength. 

When the aged John, alone, unfriend- 
_ ed, forlorn and forsaken, amid the bleak 
and barren wastes of Patmos, saw the sun 
-arise “beyond Miletus” and his much- 
loved Ephesus on the first Lord’s Day 
‘morning of his exile, I can fancy memory 
flashing up to him all the scenes of his 
association with his Lord: 

The “Come and see” by Bethabara, 
where he found Him; the “follow Me” 
as he sat mending his father’s nets by 
the shores of Gennesaret, with its “fish- 
ers of men” promise; the days and ‘nights 
of the Master’s busy life, so full of help- 
fulness, toil and prayer, and all too swift- 
ly ended; Gethsemane; Pilate’s judgment 
hall; Calvary, and the tomb. Then a rift 
of light flashed through the darkness as 
he remembered the hasting Mary with the 
message, “He is risen,” and once again, 
with face uplifted toward the blue, o’er- 
arching sky, he seems to stand where the 
brown slope of Olivet’s tendeth unto 
_ Bethany, gazing on his Lord, with hands 
outreached in blessing, rising, rising, 
when, lo! the fleecy cloudway overhead 
that for a moment shadowed the ascend- 
ing one, is riven by a gentle, unseen, 
heavenly breath,-and instead of the men- 
tal picture from the past, with Memory’s 
tinted toning, a wondrous vision opens 
on his sight, and wide and far the flower- 
mantled hills and vales of Paradise, clad 
_in living green, rise before him; and all 
the feathery lanes of stainless mist take 
form, take human form, and he beholds 
a mighty, jubilant host, each one resem- 
bling the “children of a King,” and like 
the rippling rhythm of a thousand sweet- 
‘toned bells at even time, the music of 
their song fills all the air. “Unto Him 
that loveth us,” the ransomed armies of 
the north-land sing. They understand it 
now. Earth life is over and done. 


_ . Bitterness that grieved them, 
% And battles that bereaved them, 
-.» And baubles that deceived them, 
cere: Are all made plain. 


With souls aflame they sweep the sym- 
‘phonies of heaven to tell their love for 
‘Him. The south-land singers catch the 
strain and soar on lyric wings of beatific 
‘gladness, “And hath washed us from 
our sins in His own blood,” while clear 
and strong they from the East and West 
break in: “And hath made us to be kings 

‘and priests unto God and His Father.” 
' Then in full chorus each redeemed, en- 
franchised spirit joins, and all the heav- 
enly hills reverberate with: “Unto Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever.” 

We leave the Seer that we may scan 
and find the message for us in what he 
heard. 

“nto Him that loveth us,” is the open- 
ing stanza of the triumph song. There 
is no past tense in the love of Christ. He 
alwavs loved us. He loves us now. TTe 
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will ever love us. There is no change in 
His immutable love. It is the power and 
permanency of the earthly and the glory 
and stability of the heavenly. 

Do you expect to join in this song up 
there? If so you must study, learn and 
practice it here, or you will be all out of 
tune and harmony when you assay to 
unite. Is the keynote of it, the love of 
Christ, in your heart at this moment, my 
beloved? It appears to me as if all eter- 
nity would be affected and influenced to 
us by the manner in which we are able to 
join in that first song. There is great 


inspiration for ourselves as well as for 


others in a good beginning. My good 


friend, Miss Jessie Alexander, who reads 


so delightfully, can always hold and please 
her audience if she captures them by her 
first selection. How carefully she mem- 
orizes these first ones! With what dili- 
gence she studies thought, form and ac- 
cent! How anxiously and carefully she 
moves along in the rendition, scanning 
the sea of questioning eyes riveted upon 
her, until some shining face flashes its 
soul—signal of fellowship——followed in a 
moment by another, and then another 
and swiftly by others, and then, ah! ’tis 
easy then going on to a climax. But 
everything depended upon the first. No 
after victory can atone for a defeat there. 
Are you studying the matter and condi- 
tions of this first hymn of victory in the 
Holy Land of Song? Will they say up 
there: “Hush, ye ransomed, and let this 
one sing alone. She hath well learned 
the love of her Lord.” You must learn 
it well; learn it as He proved it; prove it 
as He lived it; live it as He glorified it 
in the sorrowing homes of Galilee and 
Judea, in Gethsemane and on Calvary; 
then, when all earthly ambitions and con- 
ditions fade and “Jesus only” filleth all 
thy soul’s vision, you will be able to sing: 
“Unto Him that loveth us and hath 
loosed us from our sins in His own blood.” 

“That is why we love. He hath 
“loosed us.” Once, like Prometheus in 
the Greek fable, we were fast fettered 
to the devil’s loadstone of sin, selfishness 


». and sordidness, the vultures of Passion, 
’ Hatred and Revenge tearing all the God- 
_ heart out of us. He came, our Hercules, 


from heaven. He loosed us. He put a 
new heart within us. He set us free, and 
such a freedom! Glory be to Him! He 
loosed our lips, toned to the tenors of in- 
finite praises. Now we sing: 


To the great triune Jehovah-Father, Son 
and Holy: Ghost, 

Give I praise and adoration, of redemp- 
tion make my boast; 

Sing unceasing of salvation, by His favor 
full and free; 

My Redeemer is my Kinsman 


and His 
blood saves me. 7 


Ere my scul knew Christ and pardon I was 
struggling after peace, 

On my heart a bitter burden, whence I vain- 
ly sought release, 

Then He found me; Christ, my Saviour; 
He unloosed and set me free; 


Now I worship in completeness and His 
blood saves me. 


“The Blood.” In a gense, from the 
human side, the souree af the lave is the 


blood. My beloved, the defilement was 
so deep nothing but the life blood of 
Love could cleanse it. The bonds that 
bound us to the burden of doom and . 
death were so firm and relentless, nothing 
but “the Sword of the Spirit” dipped in 
the blood of Love could sever them. In 
a diviner sense the eternal, unchangeable 
love is the source of the blood. © The 
cleansing power of the blood resteth in 
the love. The blood-washing saves, puri- 
fies, sweetens and sanctifies because of the 
love. He that despiseth the blood re- 
fuseth the love. The baying sleuth- 
hounds of conscience are the avenging 
bloodhounds of Love. Rejected love 
causeth the soul to dwell in death’s bit- 
terness. Love driven out—that is hell. 

What is your attitude toward the blood 
and the love? What toward Him who is 
the Everlasting Love and hath given the 
all-cleansing Blood? Accept Him, do 
you? Love Him, now? Yes? 


Oh, the love, divine, unending; . 
Christ, an enemy befriending; ed” oe 
Every blood-washed soul attending 
May His welcome prove; 
May go in where praise resoundeth, ~ 
Dwell where harmony surroundeth, 
And the bliss of God aboundeth, 
By the throne of love. 


“And hath made us to be kings and 
priests unto God and His Father.” Kings! 
Kings over what? Think a moment. 
Sin has been your master, and appetites 
and passions your drivers. You have 
been, not kings, but slaves. The whips 
of conscience have been stinging, too. 
How is it now? Free? Better than that, 
is it not? Turn a moment to Joshua x. 
24 and read: “Joshua said to the captains 
of Israel, Come near and put your feet 
upon the necks of these kings.” Is not 
that a type of what our Joshua does? The 
demon-sins that were rulers over us and 
kings of the “Promised land” of our 
hearts, He bindeth under feet, and as it 
was with the mighty “Jesus,” the con- 
queror of the earthly Canaan, so is it with 
the mightier Jesus, the provider of the 
Canaan above. As said the one, so saith 
the other: “Fear not nor be dismayed; be 
strong and of a good courage, for thus 
shall your Lord do to all your enemies.” 
Kings over yourselves. “Greater is he 
that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh 
acity.” Nothing but God—‘“self,” which 
is love, can conquer sin “self” in me. 
Kings, too, in home, neighborhood and 
national life. Kings also in art, me- 
chanics, science, literature and religion. 
Kings in time for eternity. Kings in the 
material, mental and spiritual. Kings, 
unto God, everywhere, in everything and 
forever. 

The spiritual “Shechinah” of a human 
love-life fadeth never. Fragrant as the © 
aroma of the alabaster box of precious 
spikenard, broken for love or the loving 
Christ, in Simon’s home at Bethany on 
that immortal] evening when the King of 
Love said grace in person at the frugal 
hoard, forever abideth every lover and 
their gift. From Martin Luther, the 
hrave and fvarless defender of the faith, 
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“ot: You will be enabled to receive the 
.  Lord’s healing through believing the writ- 


es “ten Word of God, and not through trying 


to understand how the Lord Jesus bore 


away our pains and our sicknesses on Cal- 
“Vary’s Cross, 


_. Faith is not sight (appearance). Faith 
is the very opposite of sight. God’s de- 


=~... Clarations often look wrong to us; but, if 
‘-: we steadfastly believe in our hearts that 
“all the statements of God are literally true, 
~yvamd are therefore to be acted upon, it will 
vsbe granted unto us to realize the blessed- 
“.smess given to those whose faith is in God. 


The Holy Serivtures record the fact 


». that the Lord Jesus Christ was manifested 
"to take away the sins and mental sorrows 
.-s and the sicknesses and infirmities of man- 
.ovkind. (Isa. lii. 3-6; I. Peter ii. 24; Matt. 
os whi. 17, 


It isGod our heavenly Father who makes 


os" this declaration to the children of men, 
“* and He is surely to be believed. When 
-.. Christian people have really believed what 
God has said concerning sickness and dis- 
ease, they very soon begin to realize that 
'-* their healing was accomplished on Calvary 


and that only their own believing and ap- 
propriating “amen,” to the Faithful One, 


os necessary to the divine accomplishment 


of their actual deliverance from the power 
of sickness and disease. | 
Remember that divine healing of soul 


for the unattained, she is ever saying, “I 
expect the Lord is going to answer my 
prayer.” 

Faith is no suppliant, but a crowned 
queen. The place of victory is hers, and 
she takes and keeps it royally. Faith, di- 
vinely bold, declares triumphantly, “God 
‘tells me that He has already granted me 
the desire of my heart, and I believe Him; 
“whatever I feel like, or whatever I see, I 


my soul, until I realize the very thing ac- 
complished in me of which He has spek- 
en.” “This is the victory that hath over- 
come the world, even our faith.” I. John 
v. 4 , 


“HEALED OF CURVED SPINE AND 
DISCONNECTED VERTEBRA. 
By Mrs. EMMA SEELEY, Holly, Mich. 


. Praise the dear Lord! At the age of 


- ‘eight years I became suddenly conscious 


of the presence of the Holy Spirit; an in- 
fluence strangely unfamiliar and from 
which I found no escape ever since it was 
a living actual personality and unques- 
tionably real. Words of conviction were 
spaken ta mny sensitive conseence, which 
leat Trea Niten 


Say seek and flat a pane bacaet 


and body is given to faith. Hope looks 


will continue to believe His Word with all . 
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led and blessed me. From time to time 
making me better acquainted with Him- 
self, whom to know aright is “life eternal.” 

Nearly all my life has been one of suf- 
fering, more especially the past eight 
years, the greater part of ‘that time being 
spent upon a bed of pain. . Six years ago, 
through the kindness of a dear friend I 
received one of Mrs. Dora Dudley’s books 
treating on consecrated life. This led me 
to carefully consider the blessed. subject 
of divine healing. Eagerly did I search 
God’s Word for four years before I be- 
lieved that the Lord would heal me. But 
the dear Saviour is so patient, so loving 
and so full of pity. He realized how weak 
I was and desired to teach me more con- 
cerning Himself and grant me a broader 
experience, . 

Three years ago last March, 1894, Sat- 
an planned a severe illness, a complication 
of troubles, which appeared to be my last 
sickness, keeping me in bed until the fol-’ 
lowing November. During the month of 
October, I suffered from a shock of par- 
alysis, which caused severe deformity: all 
over my body, also depriving me of my 
speech. . 

Loving hearts and willing hands minis- 
tered to my every want, and all that could 
possibly be done was done for my recovery. 
I received the attention of the most emi- 
nent physicians in the States of Michigan 
and Ohio, but all in vain. The Lord was, 
however, teaching me that He had taken 
our infirmities and our sicknesses. So I 
simply trusted myself in Jesus’ hands and 
while listening to His still voice, was 
commanded to “rise and walk.” This 
seemed an impossibility; but in His 
strength, with the assistance of others, I 
walked across the room. From that hour 
I continued to improve, trying afterward 
to use my hands and to walk by faith. 

At the expiration of three weeks I was 
able to walk quite well, though my head 
was still drawn to the left side and there 
were three curves in my spine. My trust 
was, however, in the Lord. He asked me 
if I was willing to confess to the public 
what He had done for me. Doubt came 


“in, and I said: “When I can see I am per- 


manently healed I will confess with joy.” 
Jesus was so patient with me even though 
I grieved Him by refusing to tell what He 
had already done for me. I remained 
about the same for a time, trusting Jesus 
the best I knew how. 

Instead of improving I began to de- 
cline; and one vear ago last March, a re- 
newal of the spinal, together with a lung 
difficulty came upon me. Physicians said 
it was impossible for me to live even if 
ny spinal trouble should ever be better. 
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bed and heard a voice say, “Have faith 
and thou shalt be made whole.” I replied, 
“T will trust Thee, blessed Jesus.” “But, 
my child, will youconfess Me beforemen?” 
I thought it would be blessed to tell that 
the Lord had healed me; but when the 
opportunity presented itself, I would tell 
only those who were in sympathy with di- 
vine healing. Still the Lord continued to 
bless me wonderfully, causing me to real- 
ize His healing touch, and in three days 
I assisted some about the house. I was 
now eager to tell what the Lord had done 
for me. 

On Angust 28th, 1896, I attended a 
divine healing meeting conducted by 
Captain Haight and wife of the “Christ- 
ian- Crusaders,” and was brought more 
On the 29th I met 
all the conditions of James v. 14, and ac- 
cepted the Lord as my only Physician, 
abandoning all medical aid. 

At that time I was using from eight to 
ten grains of morphine a day. The pain 
being so great, and I being so very weak 
that the physicians said I could not live 
without its use, after using it nine months. 
When its influence would be gone I would 
sink into unconsciousness and remain so 
until another treatment could be given me. 
Now, afterceasing its use I never witnessed 
one of the severe symptoms one usual- 
ly experiences from its discontinuance. 
While I had taken the Lord as my healer 
by faith, and had been healed of the mor- 
phine habit, yet all my troubles had not 
been removed and I suffered severe pain; 
but knowing of Christ’s promise to be 
faithful to those who trust Him, I simply 
waited before Him. 

On September 2d, accompanied by Cap- 
tain Haight, I went to “Beulah Home” in 
Grand Rapids, Mich., where the dear Lord 
healed me of all my serious troubles, at 
that time every organ in my body was dis- 
eased. My spine had three curves, an en-~ 
largement about the size of a pint bowl 
at its base, the vertebra separated about 
one and a half inch, and I was unable to 
retain food upon my stomach. At about 
5:30 a. m., September 14, 1896, my spine 
was straightened and connected. Sister 
Dudley, had been awaked from a sound 
sleep with a prayer for the straightening 
and connecting of my spine, I was awak- 
ened at about the same time with a draw- 
ing sensation in my spine and, free from 
pain, I af once recognized the healing 
power, the life of Jesus now abiding in 
me. My spine was instantly connected: 
and straightened. Praise His dear name! 

One year has now passed and I am well, 
straight and strong. During the past 
year the Lord has wonderfully held me, 
and though I have had many testing 
times, He has brought me through vic- 
toriously. Today I rejoice to know that 
Jesus is my Healer, Sanctifier and Coming 
ing. Bless His dear name! 


— peo _ - 
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T cannot nearer be, 
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The he eoe isa acievelantn given ain 


the Father to Christ, and imparted by 
Him through His angel to St. John, to de- 
clare to His servante things which must 
shortly come to pass; in other words, the 
future conflicts and triumphs of His 
church; these being the things which con- 
cerned “His servants.” 

Of all these, the greatest event is His 
own coming in glory. In consequence, it 
is put forward in the introduction of the 
book with all solemnity, and its certainity 
sealed by an asseveration from the Al- 
mighty and everlasting God. 

Accordingly, we find every part of the 
prophecy full of this subject. The Epis- 
tles to the Churches continually recur to 
it; the visions of seals, trumpets, vials, all 
end in introducing it; and it forms the 
solemn conclusion, as it did the opening 
of the book. 

But it was not the first time that this 
great subject had been spoken of in 


‘prophecy. The Old Testament prophets 


had all announced it; and the language of 
this book is full of the prophetic imagery 
which we also find in-thgm. ‘The first 
great key to the understanding of the 
Apocalypse, is, the analogy of the Old 
Testament prophecy. 

The next is our Lord’s own prophetic 
discourse, before insisted on in this refer- 
He Himself had previously deliv- 


line the main points of the history of the 
Church. In this prophecy, the progress 
of the Gospel, its hindrances and corrup- 
tions, the judgments on the unbelieving, 
the trials of the faithful, the safety of 
God’s elect amidst all, and the final re- 
demption in glory of His faithful people, 
were all indicated. There, they were en- 
wrapped in language which was in great 
part primarily applieable to the great typi- 
cal judgment 6n the chosen people—the 
book was written, that event had taken 
place; completing the first and partial ful- 
filment of our Lord’s predictions. _ Now, 
it remained for prophecy to declare to the 
church God’s course of dealing with the 
nations of the earth, by which the same 
predictions are to be again fulfilled, on a 
larger scale, and with greater fulness of 
meaning. 

In accordance with the analogy just 
pointed out, I conceive that the opening 
section of the book (after the vision of the 
ntroduction), containing the Epistles to 
the churches, is an expansion of our 
Lord’s brief notes of comfort, reproof and 
admonition addressed to His own in the 
propheev on the Mount of Olives and else- 
where in His prophetic discourses. 

Thic fivef ceetion has cet hefere us the 
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ec once to His 
presence in heaven, and to the celestial 
scenery to the whole coming prophecy. It 
is to be noted that this revelation of God 
is as the God of His Church. The Father 
seated on the throne; the Lamb in the 
midst of the throne, bearing the marks of 
His atoning sacrifice; the sevenfold Spirit 
with His lamps of fire; this is Jehovah the 
covenant of God of His redeemed. And 
next we have creation, symbolized by the 
four living beings—the Church, patri- 
archia] and apostolic, represented by the 
twenty-four elders; and the innumerable 
company of angels, ministering in their 
glory and might, now by one of them, now 
by another, throughout the course of the 
prophecy. 

In the- next section, ‘the Lamb, alone 
found worthy, opens, one after another, 
the seals of the closed book or roll, so that 
when they are all opened, it may be un- 
rolled and read. One point should be 
urged, which is very commonly passed 
over, viz: that the roll is never during the 
prophecy actually opened, nor is any part 
of it read. The openings of its successive 
preparations for its contents to be dis- 
closed; and as each is opened, a new class 
of preparations is seen in prophetic vis- 
ion. When the seventh is Joosened, and 
all is ready for the unfolding and read- 
ing, there is a symbolic silence, and a new 
series of visions begins. 

As regards the seals themselves, the 
first four are marked off from the other 
three in a manner which none can fail to 
observe. They represent, I believe, Christ’s 
victory over the world in His appointed 
way. We have Himself going forth to 
conquer, and in His train, the sword which 
He came to send on earth, the wars. the 
famines and pestilences which He fore- 
told should be forerunners of His coming. 
At each of these appearances, one of the 
living beings who symbolize Creation 
echoes with his “come” the sighs of the 
world for the manifestation of the sons of 
God. I conceive it to be a mistake, neces- 
sarily involved in the consecutive histori- 
cal interpretation, but sometimes found 
where that is not, to interpret these 
four seals as suecceding one another in 
time. All are co-ordinate, all are correla- 
tive, 

Next tv the sighs of Creation for the 
Lord’s coming, we have those of His mar- 
tyred saints, crying from under His altar. 
Then, at the opening of the sixth seal, 
we have reproduced the well-known im- 
agery of the LLord’s discourse and of the 
Old Testament prophets, deserihbing the 
very eve and threshold, so to speak, of the 
Jay uf {line Poors fhe 
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coming itself. For the revelation of this, 
the time is not yet. First, His elect must 
must be gathered out of the four winde— — 
the complete number sealed, before the 
judgments invoked by the martyred souls 
descend on the earth, the seas, the trees. 
First, the Seer must be vouclisafed a vis- 
ion of the great multitude whom none can 
number, in everlasting glory. The day of 
the Lord’s coming is gone by, and the 
vision reaches forward beyond it into the 
blissful eternity. Why? Because then, 
and not till then, shall the seventh seal, 
which looses the roll of God’s eternal pur- 
poses, be opened, and the book read to the 
adoring church in glory. Then we have 
the last seal opened, and the half-hour’s 
silence—the “beginning,” as Victorinus 
sublimely says “of eternal rest.” 

Thus far the visions of the seals neces- 
sarily reached onward for its completion. 


‘But there is much more to be revealed. 


God’s judgments on the earth and its in- 
habitants are the subject of the next ser- 
ies of visions. The prayers of the mar- 
tyred saints had invoked them; with the 
symbolizine therefore of the answer to 
these prayers the next section opens. Then 
follow the trumpet-blowing angels, hurt- 
ing the earth, the trees, the sea, the rivers, 
the lights of heaven. And here again, as 
before, the first four trumpets complete 
these world-wide judgments, and with the 
fifth the three woes on mankind begin. 
The previous plagues have affected only 
the accessories of life; the following af- 
fect life itself. 

In these latter we have the strictest cor- 
respondence with the foregoing vision of 
seals. Two of them are veritable plagues 
the one of the locusts, the other of the 
horsemen. After this sixth trumpet are 
inserted two episodical passages, the one 
a vision, and. the other a prophecy; 
then, when the seventh is about to sound, 
the consummation of God’s judgment 
passes unrecorded, as it did under the 
seals; and at the seventh trumpet, we have 
the song of thanksgiving and triumph in 
heaven. Such remarkable and intimate 
correspondence carries its own explana- 
tion—the two visions of the trumpets and 
seals run to one and the same glorious 
termination; the former, in tracing the 
course of the world as regards the church, 
the latter, in tracing God’s judgments of 
vengeance on the ungodly dwellers on 

earth; for it is for this that the heavenly. 
song at its conclusion gives thanks. 

If now we turn to the two episodes be- 
tween the sixth and seventh trumpets, we 
find them distinctly introductory to that 
section which is next to follow. A little 
book is given to the Seer, sweet to his 
mouth, but bitter in digestion, with an 
announcement that he is yet again to 
prophecy to many nations—that a fresh 
series of prophetic visions, glorious in- 
deed but woeful, was now to be delivered 
by him. 

These begin by the measurement of the 
temple of God—seeing that it is the 
Chureh herself, in her innermost hold, 
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.. .; power Moses and Elias, is predicted, and 
.. during the prediction one principal figure 
of the subsequent visions is by anticipa- 

- tion introduced: the wild beast that 
-~ecometh up out of the abyss. - That this 
-..:1s 80, is at once fatal in my estimation 


oe - to the continuous historical interpreta- 


tion. 
...,. I can give no explanation of the two 
. * “witnesses. I have studied the various s0- 
:. Jutions, and I own that I cannot find any 
~ which I can indorse as being that which 
—»... J ean feel to be satisfactory. I have none 
“co s:.of my own. I recognize the characters, 
_.. :but I cannot appropriate them. I do not 


a 7 feel it to be any reproach to my system, 


oor any disproof of its substance, that there 
... are this and other gaps in it which I can- 
Nay, on the contrary, 
7! 3f it be a sound interpretation, there must 
ibe these, and to find events and persons 
“<"~-whiech may fit the whole, ere yet the 
os. i gourse of time is run, would seem, to me 
“--pather writing a parody, than earnestly 
seeking a solution. 
“i And now the seventh angel sounds; 
‘.-and as before at the opening of the 
-weventh seal, the heavenly scene is before 
vi *"'s us, and the representatives of the church 
“". universal fall down and give thanks that 
—o-' God’s kingdom is come, and the time of 
= «the dead to be judged. But though this 
. /,° serles of visions likewise has been thus 
-. +. brought down to the end of the final con- 
“*. summation, there is more yet to be re- 
vealed. 
’. And now opens the great prophetic 
* .:. course of visions regarding the Church. 
~ >. Her indentification in the eyes of the seer 
——is first rendered unmistakeable, by the 
- . scene opening with the appearance of the 
“woman and the serpent, the enmity be- 
-..° “tween him and her seed, the birth of the 
<S- “Man-child who should rule over the na- 
~*~» tions—His ascension to heaven and to the 
-.... throne of God. Here at last, all ought 
“3. to have been plain, and here again I see 
“cz. pronounced the condemnation of the con- 
~. tinuous historical system. 
© The flight of the woman into the wil- 
+ derness, the casting down of Satan from 
_~ heaven no longer to curse the brethren 
'.. there, his continued enmity on earth, his 
“\s)" persecution of the remnant of the wom- 
co. am’s seed, these belong to the introduc- 
tory features of the great vision which is 
‘<2 .--to follow, and serve to describe the state 
“in which the Church of God is found dur- 
“.. ing the now pending stage of her con- 
<r SHIH. 
-- What follows, carries out the descrip- 
-.. > tion of the war made by the dragon on 
. . v:the seed of the woman. A wild-beast is 
°°. geen rising out of the deep, uniting in 















ak “*-.itself the formerly described heads and 
_ <a s:horns of the dragon, and also the well- 


known prophetic symbols of the great 
“empires of the world, representing, in 
fact, the secular powers antagonistic to 
the Church of Christ. To this wild- 
beast the dragon gives his might and his 
throne, and notwithstanding that one of 
its heads. the Pagan Roman Tmpire, is 
erushed te death, its deadly wound is 
healed ued all whe are nof written in the 


‘The further carrying out of the power 
and influence of the beast is now set be- 
fore us by the vision of another wild- 
beast, born of the earth, gentle as a lamb 
in appearance, but dragon-like and cruel 
in character. This second beast is the 
ally and servant of the former; makes 
men to worship its image and receive its 
mark, as the condition of civil rights and 
even of life itself. Here, in common with 
very many of the best interpreters, I can- 
not fail to recognize the sacerdotal per- 
secuting power, leagued with and the in- 
strument of the secular: professing to be 
a lamb, but in reality being a dragon; 
persecuting the saints of God; the insep- 
arable companion and upholder of des- 
potic and tyrannical power. This in all 
its forms, Pagan, Papal, and in so far as 


the Reformed churches have retrograded 


towards Papal sacerdotalism, Protestant 
also, I believe to be that which is sym- 
bolized under the second wild-beast. 

Next, the apocalyptic vision. brings 
before us the Lamb on Mount Zion with 
the first-fruits of His people, and the 
heavenly song in which they join—as 
prefatory to the announcement, by three 
angels, of the prophecies which are to 
follow, so full of import to the people 
and Church of God. These are, first. the 
proclamation of the everlasting Gospel as 
previous to the final: judgments of God; 
next, the fall of Babylon, as an encour- 
agement for the patience of the saints: 
third, the final defeat and torment of the 
Lord’s enemies. After these is heard a 
voice proclaiming the blessedness of the 
holy dead. j 

] think there is reason to interpret the 
harvest, of the ingathering of the Lord’s 
people; the vintage, of the crushing of 
His enemies; both these being, according 
to the usage of this book, compendious, 
and inclusive of the fuller details of both, 
which are to follow. 

The vintage is taken up and expanded 
in detail by the series of the vials, seven 


‘in number, as were the seals and the 


trumpets before. These final judgments, 
specially belonging to the Church, are 
introduced by a song of triumph from the 
saints of both dispensations, and are 
poured out by angels coming forth from 
the opened sanctuary of the tabernacle of 
witness in heaven. 

The course of these judgments is in 
some particulars the same'as that of the 
trumpets. The earth, the sea, the rivers, 
the lights of heaven—these are the ob- 
jects of the first four; but ever with refer- 
ence to those who worship the beast and 
have his mark on them. At the fifth, as 
in each case before, there is a change 
from general to special; the throne and 
kingdom of the beast, the river Euphrates, 
these are now the objects; and the seventh 
passes off, as in each former case, to the 
consummation of all things. 

Meantime, as so often before, antici- 
pating hints have been given of new de- 
tails belonging to the other angelic an- 
nouncements. At the sixth vial, we have 
the sounds of the gathering of an ap- 
nroaching battle of God's enemies against 
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After the seventh and its closing formula, 
Babylon comes into remembrance before 
God, to give her the cup of vengeance. 
Thus then we pass to the second of the 
angelic announcements—the fall of Baby- 
lon. Here the Seer is carried in spirit 
into the wilderness, and shewn the great 
vision of the woman seated on the beast. 

It may suffice to say, that the great per- 
secuting city, the type of the union of 
ecclesiastical corruption with civil tyranny, 
is finally overthrown by the hands of 
those very kingdoms who had given their 
power to the beast, and this overthrow is 
celebrated by the triumphant songs of the 
Church and of Creation and of innumer- 
able multitudes in heaven. 

But here again, according to the. prac- 
tice of which I cannot too often remind 
the student, a voice from heaven an- | 
nounces the character of the new and 
final vision which is to follow: “Blessed 
are they which are called to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.” And now, in the 
prophetic details of the third of the pre- 
vious angelic announcements, and of the 
proclamation of the blessedness of the 
holy dead, the great events of the time 


of the end crowd, in their dread majesty, 


upon us. First, the procession of the 


‘glorified Redeemer with the armies of 


heaven following Him, coming forth to 
tread the winepress of the wrath of Al- 
mighty God. Then, the great battle of 
the Lord against His foes, the beast and 
the false prophet, leagued with the kings 
of the earth against Him. Then, the 
binding of the dragon, the old serpent, 
for a season. Then, the first resurrec- 
tion, the judgment of the Church, the 
millennial reign: as to which I have again 
and again raised my earnest protest 
against evading the plain sense of words, 
and spiritualizing in the midst of plain 
declarations of fact. That the Lord will 
come in person to this our earth; that His 
risen elect will reign here with Him and 
judge: that during that blessed reign the 
power of evil will be bound, and the 
glorious prophecies of peace and truth on 
earth find their accomplishment—this is 
my firm persuasion, and not mine alone, 
but that of multitudes of Christ’s waiting 


people, as it was that of his primitive 


apostolic Church, before controversy 
blinded the eyes of the Fathers to the 
light of prophecy. 

But the end is not yet. One struggle 
more, and that the last. At the end of 
the millennial period, Satan is unloosed, 
and the nations of the earth are deceived 
by him—they come up against and en- 
circle the camp of the saints and the be- 
loved city; and the fire comes down out 
of heaven and consumes them, and the 
devil who deceived them is cast into the 
lake of fire. Then is described the gen- 
eral judgment of the dead, the destruction 
of death and Hades, and the condemna- 
tion of all whose names are not found 
written in the book of life. 

Finally, in accord with the previous 
proclamation of the blessedness of the 
holy dead, the deseription of the heavenly 
Jernsalem forms the glorious clase of the 
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The truths that he so dearly loved had be- 
come the very life of hundreds of hearts, 
and could he have looked down upon the 
scenes in the old Carnegie Hall the last 
four or five days he would have felt that 
his labor had not been in vain in the Lord. 
From the commencement to the close the 
spirit of the Convention was deep and 
strong in every sense of the word. The 
attendance was very large, usually filling 
the great hall almost to its capacity and 
on Sabbath crowding it. A spirit of deep 
unity and joyful enthusiasm prevailed. 
The teaching was wise and strong, and 
the response from the audience unusually 
earnest and general, and the immediate 
fruit of the meeting was most precious. 
Large numbers of souls were saved at the 
altar services; still larger numbers were 
led out into full consecration, and many 
of the most remarkable cases of healing 
that we have known or heard of occurred 
during several of the quiet anointing ser- 
vices. In every way the seal of God 
seemed to rest upon this remarkable meet- 
ing, and all hearts were filled with praise 
and encouragement. God has given great 
wisdom and earnest hnimbje faith to the 
base Ui adticr ai 4s ea 





OUR COLORED ALLIANCE BRETHREN. 


One of the most unique and encourag- 
ing features of the Alliance work in Ohio 
and Pennsylvania is the successful organi- 
zation of a number of strong branches of 
our beloved colored brethren. In our re- 
cent visit to Pittsburgh we were surprised 
and delighted to find a deep and strong 
work that is carried on by these friends in 
that city. A powerful branch has been 
established, and is supporting a mission- 
ary by the contributions of its members. 
We found that nearly the entire body of 
waiters in the Hotel Anderson were mem- 
bers of the Alliance, and were delighted 
to learn from them personally that out of 
thirty-four waiters all but seven had been 
converted to God, many of them quite re- 
cently. Their fidelity and enthusiasm 
were most inspiring. They have been in- 
strumental in forming a number of other 
organizations throughout the State, and 


the branches in Ohio are now strong 


enough to support several missionaries on 
the field. We commend this part of the 
work to the prayers of our Alliance breth- 
ren,and to the faith of our beloved colored 
brethren, for whom there is a wider field 
of promising work all through the South, 
where many of the most devoted and in- 
telligent Christians are to be found among 
our colored hrethren,and they are natural- 
ly attracted to the heart-stirring truths 
and the deep spirituality of the Alliance 
movement. 


STUDENT VOLUNTEER CONVENTION. 


We have received from our brethren 
who have attended the Student Volun- 
teers’ Convention at Cleveland interesting 
reports of the great meeting. The at- 
tendanee was very large. and, of course, 
the great number of speakers and themes 
necessarity crawded the programme. We 


.- Missionaries. 
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accomplished. We are not surprised te 
learn that there was a natural disappoint- 
ment in many quarters on account of a 


.-gertain rigidness in the programme, and 


the exclusion of some things that are very 
dear and most essential to the Alliance 
In a meeting covering 80 
wide a range of thought and opinion it 
would have been difficult, and it seems to 
have proved impracticable, to allow such 


themes as the blessed hope of the Lord’s 


coming and the immediate evangelization 
of the world in view of it to take a prom- 
inent or ever recognized place. The mis- 
sionary offering with which the Conven- 
tion closed was not for the general work 
of missions, but a special guarantee fund 
for the expenses of the organizing and 
secretarial work of the Student Volun- 
teers. This is estimated to cost annually 
for the next four years about sixteen thou- 
sand dollars per annum, of which, we un- 
derstand, about one-half was pledged at 
this meeting. The work of missionary 


: ‘training institutes was slightly repre- 


sented, but the chief interest of the Volun- 


‘teers was in the work of the regular col- 


leges and seminaries, and the highest 
standard of training was strongly empha- 
sized both by the Convention and the ma- 


jority of missionaries from the field. 


CHSIST’S COMING THE KEY TO ALL 
QUESTIONS OF THE AGE. 


The personal and premillennial coming 
of our Lord is the true key to history, to 
the social and political problems of the 
age, and to the work of the church. Apart 
from this standpoint we can never under- 
stand our Bibles, The dispensational 
principle is essential to the proper per- 
spective of Scripture, the right under- 
standing of God’s revelation from the be- 
ginning to the close. It is the key to the 
world’s history. The eye of the secularist 
may watch with intense interest the pano- 
rama of events as nations rise and fall, 
and political events crowd upon each other 
in apparent confusion, but the student of 
prophecy sees through all a purpose mov- 
ing from the heavens, and a great plan 
long ago forecast by inspired prophecy 
working to its promised end. The suc- | 
cessive dynasties of Babylon, Greece and 
Rome, and of the broken kingdoms that 
followed, and the everchanging move- 
ments of national politics, and the diplom- 
acies and jealousies of Russia and Great 
Britain, the evolution and outcome of Ro- 
manism and Mohammedanism, the strange 
Jewish question, the critical Turkish 
question, the questions of republics and 
monarchies, and socialism with all its aw- 
ful possibilities, all these things are but 
keeping step with the prophetic plan, and 
only as we read our Bible intelligently can 
we understand our daily newspaper. This 
is the secret of all social questions. This 
is the reason why earth’s governments 
have failed to settle the Cretan question, 
the Turkish question, the Armenian 
question, the Cuban question. Man’s 
governinent is to prove more and more a 
failure vntil earth’s true Wing shall come 
fo Shearthe noorand needy when he ereth 
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_. is the true remedy for the social evils of 
- our time. 
“> his strength today not to reform or mere 
.. philanthropy, but to hasting the. coming 
_. of the King, which alone will right earth’s 
= “wrongs and redress her grievances. And 
.° this is the only standpoint from which the 
.ehurch can do her work effectively. If 
“is she is setting out to convert the world and 
“battle with its gigantic evils we may well 
- give up the conflict in despair, but if she 
. understands her mission to gather out of 
the nations a people for His name she will 
““have abundant cause for encouragement, 
©" sand she will know that her work is not in 
_ vain in the Lord, as one by one she is 
~.. calling the members of the Bride to meet 
.. the coming Lord and sending out the 
...‘‘wedding cards to all the world for the 
_.;-Mnarriage of the Lamb. This is our voca-~ 
“tion. Thank God for the key to the situ- 
“ation. 


The .wise Christian will give 


SOUTHERN CONVENTIONS. 


».-.- Our dear brother, Dean Peck, is arrang- 
.-. ing a series of conventions through the 
~~ South during the current month, and all 
who desire a visit from him and his fellow 
: workers should communicate with him 
-. immediately. 





He can be reached at Ma- 
con, Ga., General Delivery, up to March 


1%th. While we are not able to give all 
... the details of the proposed meetings ar-: 
. rangements so far made include a number 
of appointments in Kentucky and Tennes- 
‘see during the next fortnight, closing with 

‘@ convention in Macon, Ga., March 15th 

‘to 1%th, and followed immediately by a 


meeting in Columbia, 8. C., March 18th 
to 20th, and Fayetteville, N. C., imme- 
diately after. Later appointments will be 
arranged after these dates, and those wish- 


Ing meetings should immediately write 
“.: Dean Peck, who is in charge of the pro- 
“gramme. 
‘Peek, Mr. Mitchell, from Africa; Miss 

- Mattie Perry and a number of earnest 


It is expected that beside Dean 


workers who will attend the entire series, 


that Rev. Henry Wilson, D. D., Rev. A. B. 


Simpson and some others of the national 


| .. -workers will be present at, the Atlanta 
-- and Columbia conventions. 


dine ae OS 
- WE REMIND OUR FRIENDS THROUGHOUT 


wo the country of the important Convention 


to be held in the Gospel Tabernacle, New 


¢.. York, during Easter week, April 3rd to 
-: <° 10th, the annual meeting of the Christian 
~.- sand Missionary Alliance, when reports 
“will be presented from all parts of the 


field, the officers elected, and the first 


- meeting of the Advisory Committee. Our 
: larger Council will be held for an entire 
~.Aveek for the purpose of conferring and 
coming to a closer and common under- 
- standing about all the interests of this in- 
-° ereasing work. 
_ Alliance workers throughout the country 


We earnestly invite our 


to endeavor if possible to be with us at 
*his most important conference. Subjects 
of the deepest interest will be discussed, 
and all our leading teachers and workers 
will be present to take part in the exer- 
elses, Entertainment will he provided at 
he lest poseable rates af tte 


former. 






"THE GATE OF THE WILL. 
SAVED AND KEPT.” 


By Rev. F. B. Meyer. Published by F. H. Revell Co. 
Price, 30 and 50 cents. 


If we could only stop bad thoughts from 
entering the precincts of the soul, how safe 
and happy we should be! We could easily 
enough ward off assaults from without if 
we were not betrayed from within. But we 
should not be betrayed there if only we 
were more careful and resolute in examin- 
ing, searching, and turning back the subtle 
and evil suggestions which knock for ad- 
Mittance. 

Think of the zealous care with which the 
Czar of all the Russias is surrounded. No 
stranger could enter his palace. The high- 
est-born have to pass through a strict car- 


don of scrutiny ere they are admitted to 


the imperial presence. And this is neces- 
sary if he is to be preserved from plots of 
the nihilists, from dynamite or cold steel. 
If his palace were left as unwatched as we 
leave our hearts, if it were as easy for trait- 
ors to enter as it for thoughts or evil im- 
aginations to intrude within our souls, his 
life would be instantly forfeited. But if 
fancy, a desire. It seems innocent enough. 
You are disposed to admit it. Why should 
you not? It is surely needless to make 
too much ado about what seems so inno- 
cent, or at least so trifling. And that 
thought may lie in your heart, like a spore 
of contagion in the system, for days or 
even months without revealing its malig- 
even months without revealing its malignant 
expect it, it will suddenly leap out, full- 
armed, upon you, like the warriors from the 
wooden horse which the Trojans, in an evil 
hour, drew within their gates. Every temp- 
tation begins in the first faint suggestion. 
Deal with that and no power of the adver- 
sary can prevail against you. Yield to that 
and sooner or later you will rue your weak- 
ness and find that the innocent-looking egg 
contained a viper, and that the tiny, trick- 
ling streamlet has become a raging torrent 
which carries all before it in its ungovern- 
able passion. . 

If only each young soul that reads this 


“. page would realize this! Keep your thoughts 


and you keep your hearts. Indulge sus- 
spicious or evil thoughts and you cannot 
hope to prevail in the conflict against us. 

But of course the difficulty arises at the 
gate of the soul. We are so weak. Fre- 
quent yielding in the past has robbed us 
of much of the power of resistance. We are 
so easily: deceived; we do not detect the 
traitor; we admit the crowd of visitants so 
easily. The stream is always pouring in 
and out, and we cannot or will not use all 
our powers in discriminating and winnow- 
ing the bad from the good. 

For this reason there is nothing for it 
but to intrust the keeping of our souls to 
our Saviour, who will gladly undertake the 
charge. Ask him to place a strong warder 
at the gate of the will, one beyond sus- 
spicion and incapable of being bribed ,who 
shall detect in a moment and underneath 
every disguise the uwnhallowed and treach- 
erous impulse, and shall have strength 
enough to repel. There is no donuht who 
that warder will be. The Holy Spirit alone 
is equal to so difficult and important a 
work, But when the son) is intrusted to 
Tlim there jis no fear of failure. ive in 
the Spirit, walk in the Spirit. and von shall 
PGI REY? AAs OF ‘ Fata M2 





- SOME RECENT BOOKS. 


LHe 


oe thought into every heart! Thoughts are 
are always trooping up to the gate of the 


soul—happy and sad, of home and love and 


_. business, whieh recall the past and auntici- 


pate the future, some dressed in fustian, 
others in gold and silver tissue. Now in 
that crowd, under a harmless exterior, evil 
and treacherous thoughts often mingle and 
pass in without much notice or resistance 
on our part. If we only would yield our- 
selves to the Holy Spirit! He would not 
prohibit anything that was natural and in- 
nocent, but would detect, expose, and put 
back all that was not pure, holy, lovely 
and of good report. Then peace and bless- 
edness and salvation would reign through 
the whole fortress of Mansoul. : 


_ VICTORIOUS LIVING, 
is FROM 
co: -“ WALKING WITH GOD.” 


By Samuel Bond Randall. Published by F. H. Revell 


Co, Price, 60 cents. 


What possibilities of victory are open up 
to the one who is walking with God! The 
Master could send out His little company of 
strength on a single promise, ‘Lo, I am 
with you all the days.” After many years 
one of the little band writes to some of 
those who have experienced the truth of 
the blessed walk, testifying to their suc- 
cess in warfare, “Ye have overcome them, 
because greater is He that is in you, than 
he that is in the world.” The soldiers of 
they could see them their undaunted com- 
mander; and what cannot one dare and 
achieve who realizes that an Almighty 
Leader is by his side—yes, within his heart. 
He who is closest to the Master is the one 
at whom the adversary will hurl his keen- 
est darts. Never was any so tempted as the 
perfect One—and that, too, just after He 
had received the mighty baptism of the 
Spirit. The world’s redemption or ruin 
was at stake, and the enemy plied every 
art. The soul that is seeking to be Christ- 
like finds that he is wrestling ‘‘not against 
flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wick- 
edness in high places.” Now the lower 
passions and appetites are appealed to, then 
the ambition of the mind; if this fails, there 
are still more subtle aluremenis, spiritual 
pride—yes, even pride at ones humility, for 
never is pride more dangerous than .when 
one considers himself most humble. Siren- 
like, the adversary seeks to lull the soul to 
sleep, satisfied with its title to heaven, nad 
progress in Christian graces; if all other 
methods fails, he seeks to discourage the 
whisperings of the tempter are the thoughts 
of his own heart, even though he hates the 
suggestions of Satan. As we view the 
marshalled phalanxes, well might we fear 
lest we be worsted in the conflict, but turn- 
ing we see by our side One who says, ‘‘Be 
of good cheer, J have overcome the world;” 
“All power is given unto Me in heaven and 
earth;” “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 
Not only will the thought of His presence 
lead us in the hour of testing to say with 
Joseph, “How then can I do this great 
wickedness and sin against God:;” not only 
shall we be restrained through fear of 
grieving our Divine Companion, but there 
is a positive power, He gives to us, His 
own strength. so that with humility and 
yet boldness we may say, “T ean do all 
Utes Cbeeateh eC hertss wha stpeparthonedh 
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_ LITTLE ONES IN INDIA. 


- By Miss HATTIE MALLORY. 
My Dak CHILDREN: 


Some time ago I gave you a “little talk 
about some of the customs and habits of 
the little heathen children, but now 1 want 
to tell you about some of the children who 
are learning to pray to the true God and 
are becoming little lights for Jesus. 

One day during the famine a girl about 
fourteen years of age came to us in a very 
wretched condition.. She had walked a 
long distance living on what she could 
pick up by the way. Her finger nails 
were almost like a bird’s claws, and -her 
hair was in such a condition it had to be 
cut close to her head, and then we sent 
to have a good bath. She said she had 
no father or mother, and so we took 
her in. Some days later a boy about 
eleven came into the compound, and 
she ran toward him, saying “My 
brother, my brother!” Then she came 
to Mrs. Erickson and begged to have 
him taken in, on the plea that he was 
her brother. We afterwards found 
they had a mother in the hospital here, 
but she soon died, leaving these two. 
orphans. Parents and children, broth- 
ers and sisters, often get separated from 
each other in their wanderings hither 
and thither in search of food. Ina 
short time these two children looked 
quite well and hearty, and: were sent 
away to schools where they are learn- 
ing much about Jesus, and how to love 
and pray to Him as you do in the 
“homeland.” 

Another little boy and his older sis- 
ter also came to us. After a little time 
it was thought best to send the boy to 
school; so preparations were made to 
take him to Akola, where our mission 
school is situated. He was full of glee 
at the thought of riding in a cart, and 
then in the “fire carriage,” as the 
trains are called here. 

_ As we started off he spied his sister 

standing weeping, as she looked toward 

him with longing eyes. His pleasure for 
a moment was quite dampened. “See, 
see! my sister is crying,” he said, and so 
saying burst into tears himself; then 
pleadingly called out, “Don’t ery, don’t 
ery!” She is also now in a school not far 
from Akola, so she will be able to see her 
brother sometimes. So many little chil- 
dren lost their papas and mammas in the 
famine, and then often had to be separated 
from each other. [I am sure vou will not 
forget to pray for them that they may find 


a true father and mother in Jesus, whom 
i } 


FOR THE THE 


* CHILDREN 


a ae “There are two or three more children 
“about whom I should like so much to tell 
_«;you, but I think T have told you enough 


ot se 


for one time, and perhaps we can have 
another missionary talk soon. 





—<)< LOVE AND TRUST. 
By AUNT ELLEN. 


OUR DEAR CHILDREN OF THE ALLIANCE: 


Your lovely faces come before me so 
insistently this morning that I truly must 
lay aside all else, and have a face to face 
talk with you, on paper. 

Have you ever really thought how beau- 
tiful a blessing it makes of life to be able 
to love and trust? Of course by this I 





A FAMINE CHILD AND HER PLAYMATE. 


mean to have first of all given one’s self 


absolutely to the wholly faithful Jesus, 
and then to have learned of Him just the 
right way in which to love and trust all 
human kind. 

There is a very living way in which we 
may touch Jesus, and it is by and through 
the faith-touch which trusts Him, though 
the heavens fall. 
Jesus was upon earth in human form, as 
He was journeying forward upon a mis- 
sion of healing, a woman who had been 
tweleve vears cick when she heard of Te- 


i she touched Jesus! 
“-..: being the Life-Giver, 
she had but to reach forth in faith and 
-.. take just that which Jesus had in store 
for her. 


In the long ago, when 
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throng of people pressing about Him, and 
touched Jesus’ garment. For she said 
(Mark v. 28), “If I may. touch but His 
clothes, I shall be whole.” And straight- 
way her sickness vanished away, and she 
was perfectly sure that Jesus had healed - 
her of that plague. 

Then there is the other, and the very 
beautiful, side of this Gospel story. Je- 
sus knowing at once that. healing had 
gone forth from Him, turned Him about 
to the people and said, “Who touched My 
clothes?” His disciples answered, “Thou 
seest the’ great multitude pressing about 
Thee, and yet Thou askest, Who touched 
Me?” 

Ah, that was the secret of her healing— 
Her faith in Him, as 
was so strong, tliat 


How royally kind the Saviour was to 
her! Gently He turned Himself to see. 
this only one who had really touched 
Him in that great throng. The woman 
tremblingly came forward and fell at Je- 
sus’ feet, telling Him all the truth. Je- 
sus spoke to her the fulness of His bless- 
ing. He called her “Daughter,” saying 


_to her, “Thy faith hath made thee whole; 


go in peace, and be free of thy plague.” 
Children, has Jesus spoken this 
blessedness to you? Has He set you 
free from the plague of mistrust, dis- 
trust, in Him? ‘Has He cut you loose 
from every desire to think the evil 
thing concerning any one? Has He 
taken from you all inclination to run, 
when the clouds overhead grow black, 
and the rains descend, and the winds 
are furious? If not, then in faith 
touch Jesus; believe with all your heart 
that He gives you just that good thing © 
which you require of Him. More; act 
precisely as if you knew that that good 
thing is being worked out now, your 
every thought and action, and the 
‘peace and quiet of divine Love will be 
yours. 
My dear friends, who lived in Iowa, 
were one night awakened from sleep by 
-the sound of an approaching cyclone. 
‘The father arose in haste and went to 
the room of his little daughter, that he 
might carry her to the cellar for safe 
refuge with them till the storm should 
be overpast. The little one awakened, 
but did not want to go to the cellar. 
“Papa,” she said, “cannot God take ~ 
care of me here as well as in the cel- 
Jar?” “God can,” he was moved to 
say. “Then I want to stay here.” So 
he left her to her faith in God and him, 
and nothing happened to them harmfully, 
either then or ever. Goodby. 


~ 
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WANTED. 


Wanted! young feet to fullow 
Where Jesus leads the way, 

Into fields where harvest 
Is rip’ning day by day; 

Now while the breath of morning 
Scents all the dewy air, 

Now. in the flesh sweet dawninss 
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oe “straightway.” 


E is, perhaps, ‘ 
os earth. 
>. peaching gaze of the eagle fitly symbolize 


‘o*the Gospel of Life. 
oe 31. 





3 Christ “there is no end.” 
- and scholar are apt to be embarrassed by 
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i. ‘Sunday School Lesson 
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March 27, 1898. 


., «By Rev. G. PALMER PARDINGTON, M.A. 
REVIEW OF THE FIRST QUARTER. 


“-: GoLpEN Trext,—Thou art the Christ, the 
~. “ §on of the living God. Matt.. xvi. 16. 


I, INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 
- Early in the history of the Church the 


* asrrea pendence: in character and teaching 
“between the four Gospels and the four 
: eee of the Cherubim was noticed. This 


“<eorrespondence seems to have been di- 
“yvinely inspired. The cherubim were a 
type of Christ. They had four faces; 
those of a lion, an ox, a man and an eagle. 
» These four faces express the characteris- 


| » tics of the Gospels. 


1. The lion is the king of the animal 


: - ‘world. So Matthew represents Christ as 


othe King of the Jews, the lineal descend- 
“sant of David; the Messiah, the “lion of 
- the tribe of Judah.” The key to the 


: oe — is the word “kingdom.” 


2. Mark represents Christ as the ser- 


‘.want of God. Jesus is everywhere the 
toiling and suffering Saviour. The ox 
> -gtands for service or sacrifice. Mark is 


“the “Gospel of work.” Its keynote is 

3. Luke is the gospel of humanity. 
.The love and compassion of the Son of 
“man are unfolded in every chapter. It is 
the gospel of childhood and of woman- 
hood, and abounds in scenes of family and 
social life. Through the face of the Son 
_:ef man shine the divinity and glory of the 
“Son of God. The keyword of the Gospel 
‘compassion.’ 

4, John is the gospel of divinity. It 
-anfolds the life of the Son of God upon 
The lofty flight and the far- 


the gospel of the divine Logos. John is 
Its key verse is 


II. THE REVIEW IN GENERAL. 


7 ©f harmonies and charts of the Life of 
Both teacher 


“the number and variety of Helps. One 
cis sometimes tempted to wish that noth- 


: ing but the Bible (and perhaps a black- 


board) were used in the Sunday School 


exercises. 


Christ’s life may be unfolded in a-very 
:. clear and simple way. The scene of Je- 
gus’ active life was almost exclusively con- 
fined to Judea and Galilee, in both of 
which provinces He had an earlier and a 
- later ministry. His labors elsewhere, as 


© in Decapolis, the border of Phoenicia and 


Perea, were incidental. With this fact 
borne in mind the life of Christ naturally 
falls into eight parts: 

1. Birth and childhood; up to His bap- 
fism:; 


Inaneuration of Me ministry, im- 
erie ee Teh 5 , EEN Ee ee 


-. Judges the motive. 


after the miracle at Cana. 


Time, about 
six months. 


4, Early Judean ministry. Time, 
about nine months. 
5. Later Galilean ministry. Time, 


about twenty-one months. Three stages, 
viz.: 

a. From the calling of’ the disciples to 
the Sermon on the Mount. . 


b. From the Sermon on the Mount to 


_,. the Parables of the Kingdom. 


ce. From the Parables of the Kingdom 


to the Discourse on the Living Bread. 


6. Later Judean ministry. 
about six months. 

7. The Last Week. ~~ 

8. The Resurrection andi Forty Daye 
(Note. This outline is taken substan- 
tially from “The Life of Christ,” by Rev. 
A. B. Simpson.) 

From the analysis the student will see 
at a glance the scope of the lessons for 
the quarter. They take us from Christ’s 
baptism to the transition period between 
the later Galilean and the later Judean 
ministry.. Both in time and in work the 
first fourteen chapters of Matthew cover 
far more than one-half of Christ's active 
ministry. 


Time, 


III. THE REVIEW 


IN DETAIL. 

With this general view of Christ’s life 
in mind, the student will be better pre- 
pared to understand the relation of each 
lesson to those of the whole quarter. 

I. Jesus and John. 

a. Explanatory. 

John the Baptist, the inna of Ses 
sus, was the last prophet of the Old Tes- 
tament, Descended from the priestly 
line, he represented both the law and the 
prophets. The hypocritical Pharisees de- 
sired the external symbol of Christianity 
without its internal work of grace—bap- 
tism without repentance. Christ was 
baptized to “fulfill all righteousness” that 
in all things He might be our example. 

b. Practical. 

Christ is the fulfillment of law and 
prophecy. He is our Prophet, Priest and 
King. God despises hypocrisy. He 
Christian baptism is 
a privilege anda duty. It may be accom- 
panied by the enduement of the Holy 
Ghost. 

II. Jesus tempted. 

a. Explanatory. 

The temptation of Jesus was eine 
after the temptation in the garden of 
Eden. (See also I. John ii. 16.) The 
principal reasons for Christ’s temptation 
were four, viz.: 

1. That He might stand swtieis Adam 
fell. 

2. That He personally might conquer 
the devil for Himself. 

3. That He might show us that we, too, 
aided by the Holy Spirit, may conquer 
Satan. 

4. That He might be fitted by testing 
and suffering to sympathize and save 
those who are tempted, 

Practieal. As Satan came ao Christ, 


_ ing is part of the Gospel. 


_ ,cupy a subordinate position. 
.is the highest .purpose of answered 
_ prayer. 


divided heart. 
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bition and spiritual ride and presump- 
tion. But in Christ we cari always tri- 
umph (II. Cor. ii. 14). 

III. Beginning of the ministry of Je- 
sus. ee 
_ a. Explanatory. Like John, Jesus 
opened His ministry by preaching the 
gospel of repentance. Christ’s work was 
threefold, viz., preaching, teaching, and 
healing. He thus ministered to the soul, 
mind and body. 

b., Practical. In the Gospel there is 
provision for all human needs—spiritual, 
intellectual and physical. Physical heal- 
Christ calls us 
today to win souls. We may all become 
His disciples. 

IV. The Beatitudes. 

a. Explanatory. ‘These eight beati- 
tudes give us a portrait of the true sub- 
jects of the kingdom. The first three 
‘are preparatory to receive the gift of di- 
vine righteousness., Thelast four are the 
fruits of righteousness. 

b. Practical. These beatitudes are the 
ingredients of Christian character. If 
we belong to Christ, we shall’ exemplify 
them all in our lives. 

V. How to pray. i 
--a. Explanatory. False aa isis prayer 


~.,are contrasted as to spirit, motive, man- 


ner, place and reward. The Lord’s 
Prayer is the divine model of all true 
prayer. The first petitions concern. 
God’s kingdom. | Personal requests oc- 
God’s glory 


_b. Practical. Hypocrisy in prayer is 
its most offensive form. God looks not 
at the spirit of prayer. No one can right- 
fully use the Lord’s Prayer who is not 
sincere, unselfish and spiritually- minded. 

VI. Our Father’s care. 

a. Explanatory. This is a jeseon on 
consecration and trust. The attempt to 
serve God and the world comes from a 
Worry and anxiety arise 
from doubt and unbelief. The cure for 
worldliness is consecration. The remedy 
for anxiety and worry is faith and ‘trust. 

b. Practical. God wants the whole 
heart or none of it. It is a sin to be 
anxious or to worry. God has promised 
food, clothing and shelter to those who 
trust Him. 


. VII. The call of Matthew. 


a. Explanatory. From the low posi- 
tion of a publican Matthew was called to 
the exalted position of an apostle. Social 
distinctions were disregarded by Christ. 
The righteous were those who felt no need 
of salvation—the self-righteous. Juda- 
ism and Christianity are distinct systems. 
Christianity is a new creation, demanding 
a new birth and expressing itself in new 
forms. 

b. Practical. Christ requires prompt 
obedience. He comes to save sinners. 
He demands a new heart to receive and 
live out the new life. 

VII. The Twelve sent forth. 

a. Explanatory. The ministry of the 
Pers was i . in territory, aie and 
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_ NOTES 
| WUHU, CHINA. 


Our Annual Conference has just closed, 
and, as we forward the reports and greet- 
ing, we feel to add a few lines, relating 
more minutely the special blessings of 
which God has made us the recipients. 

As, during these past eight days, we 
have sat together at Jesus’ feet, learning 
of Him, His grace has abounded toward 
us, His Spirit has rested upon us, mani- 
festing Himself in love, unity and by an 
increase of faith in God. 

Many of us feel that this has been the 
best Conference ever held by the Central 
China Mission. At the first praise ser- 
vice we were deeply moved as one after 
the other praised God for His abundant 
goodness throughout the year, for it was 
evident that God had deepened the spiri- 
tual life of many. The watch-night ser- 
vice and the two meetings of the last 
Sabbath were seasons of marked blessing. 
When, during the morning service on 
New Year’s Day, three new workers fresh 
from the homeland walked into our midst 
and swelled our ranks, we rejoiced great- 
ly, and we also praise the Lord for the 
five others who are now on their way to 
this needy land. “The harvest truly is 
great, but the laborers are few.” . 

We have been humbled as we have con- 
sidered God’s great goodness in keeping 
our numbers unbroken for over three and 
one-half years. Surely, 


. ‘Nothing is too hard for Jesus, 
~~ No man can work like Him.” 


We are especially thankful to God for 
preserving the life of our beloved Super- 
intendent throughout his long and dan- 
gerous journey as he visited our brethren 
in the North and thence went on to 
Thibet, and we are thankful not only 
for thus keeping ‘him in body, but also for 
keeping him in soul amid all the testing 
and temptation attendant upon such trav- 
elling, so that he has come back to us in 
the “fulness of the blessing” and has 
greatly strengthened our faith. 

Our desire to move forward and to 
“vo up and possess the land” which lies 
before us, is intense, and so it is with un- 
speakable thankfulness that we mention 
the enlargement of our borders. 

The station at Tih-kiang, thirty miles 
from Wuhu in a very promising field, has 
been opened by Mr. Shier. 

Our two brethren, Mr. Chapin and Mr. 
Brown, after a long trial of their faith 
and patience, have been permitted to rent 
and oceupy a house in thecity of Chang- 
teh-fu, in the Provinee of Hunan. We 
know this ig in answer fo praver, and we 
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as soon as there are workers to occupy it. 
We rejoice that instead of two there will 


.-be four to labor there this coming year. 


As we are also permitted to mention 
the opening of two places in Thibet, viz., 
Labrang and Pao-nang, “our cup runneth 
over.” ~ 

We recall the fact that the Alliance 
was organized for the express purpose of 
giving the Gospel to Thibet. He has 
permitted nine years of waiting, but the 
prayers that have constantly ascended 
“are come up for a memorial before God,” 


-and according to His promise in Isa. xlv. 


1, “I will open before him the two-leaved 
gates; and the gates shall not be shut.” 
The lJong-closed doors have swung back 
on their rusty hinges, and God’s servants 
have marched in with the Gospel which 
is the “power of salvation to every one 
that believeth.” Our two brethren, Mr. 
Christie and Mr. Shields, are living one 
hundred and forty miles from T’ao-cheo 
and eighty miles beyond the nearest bor- 
der. For all this we praise our God, who 
alone is to be praised. 

Now we will tell you how God has led 
us to claim five thousand souls for 1898. 
It seems a startling increase over the very 
small figures we send you this year, but 
our God is able. At our closing service 
on Sunday we felt led to ask God for great 
things this coming year, and so strong 
was our conviction that He desired to 
pour out the Holy Spirit upon every sta- 
tion and bring multitudes to Himself, 


“that we dared not ask for less than five 
thousand lest we hinder His purpose. 


If 
we were claiming two or three hundred 


we might unconsciously depend somewhat 


on ourselves and our own efforts, but as 
it is we can only look to God, for it must 
all be of Him if this great number is to 
come into the kingdom this year. 

We know that you will unite with us in 
beseeching God to thus show forth His 
power, and pray that we may be kept very 
humble and in perfect unity, and that our 
faith may grow exceedingly. 

Yours, in the Master’s service, 
Mary F. ParRMENTER, 
Per order of Conference. 


DISCOURAGEMENTS AND ENCOUR- 
AGEMENTS IN CHINA. 


By JOHN S. SWORDSON, North China. — 


As it is one part of our work for the 
Lord here in China, I like to give a few 
events, as to the results of our colporteur 
work: it is to he understood that somebody 
else in other parts of the great Empire, 
may have some other experiences to tell of 
IW the same dine, hut tis is whal T have 


_ THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE. 


' One day I went out to one shop, where 
they sell old clothes and small wares, 
and among other things I saw a bundle of 
paper, like a. package of our Gospel tracts; 
so I imagined and really it was so. The 
shopkeeper told me that he had bought it 
together with old account books, which the 
Chinese use for papering the ceilings with, 
and which can be had at a low rate. 

Another time I was surprised to see 
many women come, wishing to buy books, 
even sending-the children to buy, and did 
not at first apprehend, nor think why they 
wanted the thick ones, but afterwards I 
found that they used the paper when mak- 
ing shoes, putting it in the soles. One of 
the native Christians told me that the na- 
tives even use the Gospels when papering 
the windows, as it is so cheap and they 
sometimes get them for nothing. 

Once I went out, together with one of 
the brothers, to sell books and testify 
about Jesus, and as we took our place near 
a theatre there came a man, who seemed 
to be very earnest in his desire to secure 
a book, and as he said that he had no 
money I gave him a book; but on return- 
ing to the theatre, with laughter and 
noise, he tore it to pieces. 

Many other instances could be given, 
but as “everything,” as some one has said, 
“has two sides,” I like to see a little on 
the brighter also. One day when travel- 
ling a man came up to me asking my 
name, but as it often happens, especially 
here in the north, I did not pay any at- 
tention to it. Going forward the man 
followed. He asked me if were not Mr. 
Hill. I told him “No,” but asked why he 
questioned, He said that more than a 
year ago he had bought some of our Gos- 
pels, and by reading found that he could 
not worship the idols and go to heaven; 
so he went and heard the Gospel preached 
in our chapel in Feng-chen by Mr. Hill, 
and that he now wanted to invite him 
home. 

As the man’s home was not far off I 
went with him, and on going in I found 
no altar, tablets or idols, and he told me 
that he threw them away a long time ago 
and now, as he had read in Matt. vi., he 
daily read the Lord’s Prayer. I hope by 
the grace of God to see this man and 
many such in heaven. 

Another man, who for years had been 
seeking the truth in reading the Confu- 
cian analects and the Catholic prayer- 
books, found no peace until he obtained 


some of our evangelical tracts, and such 
-was the change in the man that the magis- 


trate at that place told me that if anyone 
was converted it was this man, as before 


‘he always had to be punished and was the 


awe and fear of the place. 

Another, who is at present a deacon in 
one of our churches, became converted by 
reading and hearing the Gospel. These 
are some of the glad tidings which are re- 
ceived from colporteur work, and as the 
Lord Himself will watch over His own 
word I am sure-that even from the work 
done by the Bible societies there will come 
forth a great harvest. although at present 
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“'o'“Phe Call to, Qualifications for and Op- 
- "positions in Missionary Work,” was the sub- 
~\- Jeet of an address recently delivered before 
“the “Students Missionary Band, by Rev. F. 
-W. Farr, the Dean of the Institute. Mr. 
“=. Farr spoke in his usual pithy and pointed 
:'<"gtyle. The effect was to arouse the students 
‘S opening their eyes to the dangers that be- 
- +» pet missionary work, but stimulating their 
. » > gourage and faith. As they were reminded 
of the untold privileges of such a life ,and 
“that He whom God sends is invulnerable till 

’. is lifework is done. 





a ee, On Friday evening, February 4th, a de- 
J s.°.lightful and informal reception was held to 
- 4. weleome the new business manager and ma- 
“© tron, Mrs. Kirk, of Albany, N. Y. After re- 
:»° gious exercises conducted by Mr. Funk 

2. -'°Mys. Kirk was introduced. She gave her 
“.-“Jarge family a most happy and yet helpful 

_.) ‘address, and at once won a large place in 
_.- their hearts. 

.. had been transformed into a reception room 

~~ gnd the latter part of the evening was spent 
“>. fn friendly greetings. 


1% Rev. C. C. Cook, of Washington, D. C., 
who has been holding special services in the 
es Gospel Tabernacle, recently spent a few 
ae hours at Nyack. He lectured twice to the 
> students. His theme was “The Church.” In 
“these addresses he vividly portrayed the 
.. history of the church, placing special em- 
_.°, phasis upon her original calling and point- 
,-.,- ing out the disastrous results that have in- 
~> wariably attended a failure on her part to 
“. pecognize and stand true to her divine mis- 
: sion. 





:. The courses of study at the Institute are 
“elective. The students upon coming to the 
‘school are allowed to pursue whatever stud- 
sles they wish, subject to the approval of the 
Faculty. Each one is expected to attend at 

_ 2! least three full periods every day. Abundant 
“e+. °* opportunity is afforded for spiritual and in- 
“2. “tellectual development, but it rests largely 
“>. with each student as to just what extent he 
/ sill avail himself of these rare privileges. 





.-t:. /Since the opening of the Institute in the 
‘: "fall Mrs, Fuller, of India, has spoken, at 
“. Jeast once a week, to the students. In ad- 
.. @ition to some very practical talks in which 
<,. she has given her class an insight into 
es he ‘everyday life on the mission fleld, she has 
) sy delivered expository lectures on Acts and 
>: <<: 3 the Epistles to Timothy. 


=" @t the Sermon Drill to develop their outlines 
‘before the class. 


= é ee. Two or three are given the opportunity 
: 
4 ..* ix minutes. 


Each speaker is allowed 
Judges are appointed and the 


i . .". yemainder of the hour is spent in kindly 
jo. .ss./-eriticism. A great improvement is noticed 
woo. uc: 9m many of the students since the beginning 
4 “is” of the year. 


A new feature this year is the Monday 
Morning “Sermon Drill,’ held in connec- 
“tion with Mr. Pardington’s class tn Homile- 

+ ties. It has proved to be an exceedingly 
pleasant and profitable hour. The ladies 
~-. and gentlemen alternate each week in pre- 
“paring sermon outlines for criticism. . 





' The hurried visit of the Field Secretary, 
-‘Pean Peck, of Nyack, was much enjoyed. 
’ His address at the Institute bore upon the 
Lord’s coming a subject in which the stu- 
jents this year are deeply interested. 
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Dr. Oerter leaves his busy pastoral work 
in New York to lecture at the Institute once 
a week. He is giving the students a strong 
and thorough course of lectures on Messi- 
anic prophecy. 


For the occasion the chapel: 


The convention of the Student Volunteer 
Movement, to be held in Cleveland, 0., this 
month, has been a topic of interest among 
the students of late. Dr. B. R. Abbe, the 
president of the Missionary Band and sey- 


“eral other students expect to be present as 


delegates from the Institute. 


About thirty new students entered the 
school at the beginning of the winter term, 
after the holidays, but the ranks are thinned 
occasionally by those who are called to mis- 
sion work in some neglected portions of the 
home land or to the oversight of an Alliance 
branch. 


The students are enjoying at present some 
very interesting and instructive lectures on 
“The Four Judgments.” Mr.J. D. Williams, 
who has been for several years the teacher 
of English at the Institute is the speaker. 


Two graphic and comprehensive addresses 
were recently given by Mr. Mitchell, from 
the Soudan. He pictured: vividly the lights 
and shadows in the mission work in this 
dark and neglected land. 


The missionary meeting is now held on 
Friday instead of Saturday evening of each 
week, 


We are glad to report that there has been 
very little sickness among the students this 
year. 


Mr. Fuller’s occasional talks have been in- 
structive and inspiring. . 
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‘Moody on the Liquor Traffic. 


In one of his sermons at Hamilton, Ont., 
Mr. Moody made the following remarks 
the liquor traffic: 

“The people in Noah’s time must have 
sunk to great depths of wickedness if their 
excesses were such that God desired to blot 
them all out, so that no record would be left 
regarding what they did. I have no doubt 
that strong drink helped to bring those peo- 
ple down. So it has been from all ages. In 
our days we license the traffic, and when 
any talk is made about prohibiting it, a 
great howl of vested rights and an upsetting 
of business goes on. Would it not be better 
to take chances on a little upset for a short 
time than to legally sanction something 
which is surely fatal to body and soul?” 


Temperance Sunday. 


An editorial in the Union Signal says: “We 
trust white-ribboners will bear in mind the 
fact that November 28 is Temperance Sun- 
day. The fourth Sunday in November {is 
thus observed by the W. C. T. U. round the 
world in accordance with the movement 
which originated with the London Sunday 
School Union, and which has been indorsed 
by the International Society and by clergy- 
men of nearly every denomination. The ob- 
ject is to bring about concerted effort on the 
part of all churches and religious organiza- 
tions to the end that a mighty wave of 
Christian temperance sentiment sweep over 
are land,” 


_ inal church. 
‘knows who they are, and at the judgment 
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teach and heal. Terrible judgments 


awaited the cities that rejected their 
message 


b. Practical. Much in the charge to 


the Twelve is for us today. God’s com- 
mand still is, “Freely ye have received, 
freely give.” Christians are witnesses, 
not moral reformers. We are to proclaim 
the truth and then pass on. 

TX. Warning and invitation. 

a. Explanatory. This is a lesson of 
striking contrasts. Christ’s denuncia- 
tion of the Galilean cities is a foreshadow- 
ing of the day of judgment. His invita- 
tion to the weary and heavy laden is one 
of the sweetest touches in the New Testa- 
ment. 

b. Practical. To sin against light in 
rejecting the Gospel is to take an awful 
risk. Condemnation is in proportion to 
light. The Gospel invitation is still ex- 
tended. AJl who will may come. Ser- 
vice with Christ is true rest. 

X. Jesus and the Sabbath. a 

a. Explanatory. 
the Sabbath may thus be summarized: 

1. As an institution the Sabbath is as 


~ old as the Garden of Eden. 


2. The law surrounded the Sabbath 
with restrictions and its violation with 
penalties that were disciplinary and tem- 
poral in character. 

3. Christ invested the Sabbath with 
new meaning, proclaiming Himself Lord 
of the Sabbath Day. 

4. The Sabbath was made for man, and 
is set apart for worship, rest and deeds of 
mercy and help. 

‘b. Practical. Human nature requires 
one day in seven for rest. The motive 
for observing the Lord’s Day is love more 
than:law. The day should be observed 
a spirit of holy reverence and glad free- 

om. 

XI. The Wheat and the Tares, 

a. Explanatory. This is one of seven 
parables referring to the kingdom of God. 
It teaches that the spiritual church is not 
co-extensive with the visible church. Im- 
proper persons are enrolled in the nom- 
God alone in every case 


will punish them. 

b. Practical. Although we may have 
reason to doubt the sincerity of the pro- 
fession of many Christians, yet we are 
forbidden to judge them, much less to 
exclude them from the fold. “The Lord 
knoweth them that are His.” We shall 
have enough to do if we ourselves keep 
right. 

XII. John the Baptist beheaded. 

a. Explanatory. John the Baptist met 
his death because of his fearless testimony 


_ tothe truth. Christ heard the news with 


African Liquor Trade. 


We read in one of our exchanges: “It isa 
deplorable fact that the traders of Christian 
nations continue to pour a swelling tide of 
deadly liquors on the west coast of Africa. 
To the gold coast England annually sends 
100,000 gallons, Germany 300,000, and the 
United States 650,000. Lagos receives 1,600,- 
000 gallons annually from Germany alone.” 


asad heart. To Him it was a foreboding 
of His own death. He retired with His 
disciples into a desert place for rest. 

b. Practical. Fearless testimony for 
the truth will always meet with opposi- 
tion. Death may not follow, but the re- 
sult. will be resentment and often social 
and religious ostracism. 


Jesus’ teaching on 
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The following valuable 
Pa Schl ald statistics have been con- 

Y- densed by Rev. R. M. 
Patterson from the Treasure of Religious 
Thought: “In the year 1000 the number of 
nominal Christians in the world was com- 
puted at about only 50,000,000; in 1600, 
100,000,000; in 1700, 155,000,000; 1800, 250,- 
000,000; and now, in a population of about 
1,430,000,000, 477,000,000. 

“As to the different governments of the 
world and the people whom they rule, 
nearly 800,000,000 of the 1,430,000,000 inhab- 
itants of the world are under Christian 
governments. The progress, at first slow, 
has been with. an ever-increasing ratio. 

“As to the different forms of Christian- 
ity. In the year 1700 there were 90,000,- 
000 of the inhabitants of the world under 
Roman Catholic governments; 33,000,000 
under Greek, and 32,000,000 under Protest- 
ant; and now the number under Protestant 
is about 450,000,000 of the 800,000,000 who 
are under Christian governments. 

“As to the United States, the latest re- 
ports (of 1896) give 25,424,333 as the num- 
ber of communicant members in all the 
ehurches of all kinds, and about 10,000,000 
children in all the Sunday schools, which 
figures seem to leave a large proportion of 
the population beyond all direct ecclesiastic 
connection, not connected in any way with 
any of the churches or schools, though, of 
course, many of those who are not mem- 
bers of any church may be in families some 
of whose members are in the churches and 
schools and attendants upon the services, 
and, in some measure, under their infiu- 
ence, 

“The contrast between the little Ante- 
Pentecostal Church in Jerusalem of 120 
members and millions upon millions among 
almost all nations now is great in the arith- 
metical figures, but the Omniscient One 
alone knows the number of the saved for 
eternity—the multitude of true and obedi- 
ent believers in the crucified Jesus, and the 
incomparable greater multitude still of all 
the infant dead, who have been taken to 
the glory of heaven during the -terrestrial 
strife and progress. 

“And, as to the intellectual, moral, social, 
restraining, elevating influence which 
Christianity has had upon society at large 
in the nations it has reached and not mere- 


saved through it, what human pen can de- 
scribe it all?” ; 
‘The following striking 
Shining Gees 
Faces. testimony from The 


Church Missionary Glean- 
er, relating to native converts, raises the 
question as to whether our faces are shin- 
ing as they should in this so-called Christ- 
ian land: “A Hindu trader in Kherwara 
Market once asked Pema, ‘What medicine 
do you put on your face to make it shine 
so?’ Pema answered, ‘I don’t put anything 
on.’ ‘Yes you do. All you Christians do; 
I’ve seen it in Agra, and I’ve seen it in 
Ahmedabad and Surat, and I’ve seen it in 
Bombay.’” Pema laughed, and his happy 
face shone the more as he said, ‘Yes, I'll 
tell you the medicine; it is happiness of 
heart.’ ‘The external appearance of our 
people,’ said Bishop Caldwell (Tinnevelly), 
‘ig 80 much more respectable than that of 
their heathen neighbors; they are so much 
cleaner and brighter looking.’ We read 
that when Moses came down from Mount 
Sinai, where God had been speaking to him, 
‘Moses wist not that the skin of his face 
shone by reason of His speaking with Him;’ 
and again, that on the Mount of Transfigur- 
ation the face of Jesus ‘did shine as the 
sun.’ Pray, then, for all Christians in the 
dark places of the earth, that if God has 


‘shone in their hearts (II. Cor. iv. 6), giving 


the Hght of the knowledge of God’s glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ, their light may 
shine and attract men to Jesus, the Light 
of the World.” 


We find in the columns 
of the Bombay Guardian 
the following tragic 


Cost of Becom- 
ing a Christian 
story: 

Chamdamma and her mother were living 
alone near to the house of one of the mis- 
sion catechists at Chickballapur. The girl 
used to frequent Christian houses and at- 
tend Christian meetings. In her inter- 
course and conversation with Christians she 
became convinced and declared. herself a 
Christian. But in spite of her importuni- 
ties to be baptised, she was advised to wait 
till her sixteenth birthday gave her the 
right to follow her convictions. Meanwhile 
she was betrothed to her cousin against her 
will, and those of her friends and relatives 
to whom her inclinations towards Christ- 
ianity became evident, tried every means to 
shake her in her resolve. But she remained 
firm. On September 14 she wrote to Mr. 
Hickling, the missionary, that it was high 
time for her to be baptised; and Sunday the 
19th was accordingly arranged a_ suitable 


time for it if everything went on well. But’ 


on the:15th reports spread of Chandamma’s 
death. The post mortem revealed that she 
was poisoned by arsenic. The circumstan- 
ces of the case gave no room to doubt that 
the perpetrators have done this foul deed 
to save themselves the dishonor which they 
imagined would befall them by her becom- 
ing a Christian. 


The Scandinavian Alli- 
Se ance mission, when but a 

ance. little over three years 
old, in 1884, had over 100 missionaries la- 
boring in Africa, India and the borders of 
Thibet, Japan and China. Its founder and 
director, Rev. S. Franson, gives every 
church the privilege of supporting its own 
missionary. After a visit to this country, 
Mr. Franson writes: “If the small Swed- 
ish churches of America, consisting chiefly 
of people who have just settled in the 
country ,and consequently, are compara- 
tively poor, can do so much, what might 
be done if the twelve millions of Protest- 
ants of America would show to the world 
their giant arms and the strength already 
now in them, although not yet used: as it 
might be!” 


: . The Rey. F. B. Gwinn, of 
See nob the C, M. &., while itiner- 

7 ating in Rural Bengali 
last celd season, noticed a change for the 
better in the attitude of the people towards 
Christianity. He writes: “The educated 
Hindus now raise little opposition, and sel- 
dom attempt to defend Hinduism ag it is 
believed and practiced by the few orthodox 
members of the community met with in 
each village. We have always been lis- 
tened to with attention and respect, and 
frequently on leaving a village been pre- 
sented with sweets and the juice of the 
date palm. In other villages Mohamme- 
dans have told us that their maulavis no 
longer forbade them to eat with Christians, 
as Christians are ‘the people of the Book.’ ” 


The Basle Society has 
just received a petition 
from the Kameruns, West 
Africa, for a grant of $1000 to build a chapel. 

Five hundred dollars only were given and 
so they worked overtime to make up the 
money; but as this even did not suffice, 
they went from house to house collecting 
money. If any one refused his belongings 
were seized and put up at auction. After 
this there was still a lack, so they ordered 
that no one should buy any new clothes 
until the chapel was paid for. At last this 
wag accomplished and their joy was great. 


The Kameruns, 


In the mission church in 
a ot Gi province of Turkey, a 

* poor widow with five 
children was helped weekly by her church 
to the amount of twenty cents. Out of this 
was brought, week after week, two cents 
as her contribution to the services of the 
sanctuary and its support of the poor. At 
first the receiving deacon laughed, saying it 
was absurd to bring the church’s money 
back to its own doors. The woman, weep- 
ing, said “Is it not mine after you have. 
given it? And cannot I also bring my 
tithes with the others?” 


Le ‘The following is selected 
A Brief. from pamphlets of the 

: of M. Matamoros, a cham- 
pion and martyr in Spain. Belief of Manuel 
Matamoros as he gave it before the Roman 
Catholic magistrate in Spain, 1860, two years 
after his conversion to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
My religion is that of Jesus Christ. My rule 
of faith is the Word of God, the Holy Bible, 
which without one word added to it or taken. 
from it, is the basis of my belief. The con- 
cluding verses of Revelation and many 
others in the Epistles, confirm me in this 
faith. 

The church which calls herself the Roman 
Catholic, not being based on these princi- 
ples, I do not believe in her dogmas, and 
still less can I obey her rules. 


Hasan. Raza Khan, the 
presiding elder of Kasganj 
District, writes that he 
could speedily baptize 10,000 or 12,000 per- 
sons ff he had pastors and teachers to care 
for them.There are already 10,350 Christians 
in his district dwelling in 675 town and vil- 
lages. He closes his report thus: “My hope 
is entirely on the Lord Christ. My body, 
soul, and all I have are for Him. Brethren 
and sisters, all, ever remember me in prayer, 
that 100,000 may soon escape from the slay- 
ery of Satan.” 


Good News. 


Following the encouraging 
Ede ae reports of missionary 

* progress from the proy-_ 
ince of Fukien, in China, comes a similar 
report from the neighboring province of 
Hupeb. According to the statements of Dr. 
Griffith John, of the London Missionary So- 
ciety, the increase is unprecedented, while 
the character of the converts is such as te 
inspire great confidence. The work of ed- 
ucation and of the spreading of literature 


has also met with phenomenal success, 


Dr. W. Currie, a well- 
Work in Scainn 

- known missionary at Cis- 
Central Africa. amba in Central Africa, 
writes that his work there is steadily pro- 
gressing with many signs of future blessing. 
Three native Christians were admitted to 
the church at its recent communion and five 
persons the following day presented them- 
selves as candidates for baptism. 


ee Awful At Benin, West Coast of’ 
_ Saerifice Africa, there was formerly 
. a huge mud fetish which’ 
had to be kept damp with human blood for 
nine months in the year, the observance of 
this superstition entailing a continual suc- 
cession of human sacrifices during those 
months, 


This society is working in 
eine ae hearty co-operation with 

J: all missionary boards and 
has during the past year distributed 767,000 
volumes of the scriptures in foreign coun- 
tries at a cost of about $192,000. 


The Chronicle of the Lon- 

medeencras don Missionary Society an- 

* nounces that there are 

prospects of famine in parts of the island. 
All eatables are rising in price. 
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Rey. G. T. Shields contin- 
a ‘ues as follows: Though 
hago Kansuh. having expected to leave 

Ning Hsigpo on the sixth of July we were 





“_°'/ detained until the following day on account 


“:-of our cartman being unready. A China- 
"man ean never understand why we should 


“©: be in a hurry, for a few days to them makes 


-..syery little difference either one way or the 
other. Unless you have a binding contract 


ie S > upon him, no matter for what you have en- 


- . gaged him, he is sure to be behind. Even 
“then ’tis one constant k’vai ih tien a, hurry 


2 oe -< “a little faster,” and many a time your pa- 


“-¢ience seems worn threadbare. 

., Desiring to reach our present stopping 
~.'< place, Ch’inguei ,for Sunday, in our contract 
“!° with the carter we had imposed a fine of 


= <"- half a talt if he failed in arriving there, thus 


‘<S oeur minds were at ease about the time of 
-- gtarting, knowing that somehow or other he 

. would get us there, for the loss of a few 

- hundred cash means much grief to a China- 
‘man. On the morning of the seventh he 
arrived with the cart, our things are loaded, 
o> uswe start on head on horseback out of the 
-..*. @ity expecting him, after calling at his inn 
“to follow. Between the two gateways of the 
 @ity we stopped, thinking we would wait for 
him. A couple of hours passed and there 
being no sign of our cart, we returned to 
ook for it, and found that it had not yet 
However, about the noon hour 
“>. "we finally succeeded in starting, and be- 
neath the burning sun, Bro. Lelacheur and I 
might be seen following or going ahead of 

“ts our cart out of the city. The cartman, of 
’-.*“gourse a raw heathen, is a little fellow al- 
Aways happy, even if needs be he must take 
lp little wine to make him so. His animals, 





oosvo. 4wo mules and one horse, are such as he 


can depend on, being well able to haul the 
eart out of many a hole into which it must 
: suddenly drop. The district of Kansuh, thus 
= far, is well watered and in many places even 
he road is flooded. Every where canals, 
both large and small, abound, carrying the 
‘ svater of the Yellow river on into the fields 
..° ‘peyond. In fact you can’t go very far with- 
- aout intersecting one of these, especially the 
‘oo. os gmaller, the same not being the most easy 
“=< ¢o eross, either on account of a partly brok- 
-en down bridge or the absence of one alto- 
gether. 
The first few miles on either side of the 
road on leaving Hing Hsia is very marshy. 
“Here much of the people’s fire wood grows, 
‘ “the reed, while the crane, wild duck and 
-. ‘ other species of wild fowl may be seen in 
' . “vast numbers. Next comes a sight which 
#0 reminded us of our Canadian home, name- 
oo. dy: the waving fields of grain, clusters of 
“large trees dotting the landscape, here and 
-. there, the clear atmosphere, though a little 
-. too hot, or the apricot trees by the wayside, 
-, . tempting us with their ripening fruit. We 
“.:-yemarked to one another, if there was only 
‘the crooked rail fence, a few more stones 
"and different kind of houses how much like 
our native place it would be. Wheat, bar- 
’. Jey, oats, flax, hemp, potatoes, bread beans, 
“-' yjee, corn and peas are largely cultivated, 
- while to speak of the poppy plant it exceeds 
-. all this. 
-- The grain is now ripening, or has ripened, 
“the men and women with the small hand 
~. gickles are busily engaged cutting the same. 
“At the time of sun-setting we arrived at our 
We might say here, that 
~accommodations of any kind between here 
“and Ning Hsia are very poor indeed. There 
are no large cities and very few small vil- 
lages. The people being principally farm- 
ers are scattered over the land, living in 
groups of several! families inside a very high 
mud wall inclosure. 
Now to return to our inn, the room we are 
sent to is so dirty ang has so much live 
company tn it that we decided to sleep in 
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‘the cart. 





The natives themselves tried to 
sieep inside but soon moved out, preferring 
to sleep upon the ground in the open air. 
There was no man about, and we had to 
wait upon a very slow, old and cranky wo- 
man, whom after telling again and again 
what we wanted, moved su slowly that we 
helped ourselves. In the course of the even- 
ing, we Offended her much by not allowing 
her donkeys to stand untied in the same 
place where our horses were, for she knew 
the moment we left them they would feed 
at our expense and her profit. ’Tis no un- 
usual thing for us to have to watch our 
horses until they have finished. eating, for 
if some loose animal does not help them, 
why some Chinaman will, by taking their 
food and feeding it to his own. As to our 
food, mien, as described in last journal, is 
is the principal article of food. A few times 
we have been able to get rice, while only once 
eggs. We must bring our own bread with 
us, toast it before leaving and soak it or 
crack it with a stone before eating. 

Let us now retire to rest in our cart, or 
rather to try to rest, for the most of the 
night must be spent in desperate attempts 
to get our fingers upon the fleas that are 
playing such havoc inside our coverings. 
The next morning at four we were about 
ready to start, only having to settle the land- 
lord’s bill. He tells you twice as much as you 
should pay, you beat and beat him down to 
what you know to be the regular custom 
and leave him apparently displeased or dis- 
satisfied. If they appear reluctant to take 
the money, why we tell them they can give 
us the night’s lodging if they so desire, at 
which time they gladly enclose the money in 
their greedy fist. It might be interesting 
for you to know that in these parts twenty- 
five cents a day will provide lodging and 
food for both horse and man. Before the 
time it took to tell you that has elapsed, 
the old lady has taken the money, opened 
the gate and we are winding our way by 
the side of a little stream, passing in our 
going about the same as yesterday, and what 
will be tomorrow and the next day ,with 
the exception of many large sand hill blown 
up in the near distance. At noon we rested 
a little, then a journey of twenty li, rested 
again till six o’clock, after which we jour- 
neyed on into the hours of the night. Our 
carter was very happy, for having partaken 
rather freely of wine before starting, it 
worked itself out in songs and shoutings 
and an occasional beating of the mules. 

On the entering of the cart sixty li we 
left all cultivated lands behind, there being 
only one lonely dwelling in all this distance, 
while nowhere grass could be seen. Then 


we must go very slowly as we are gradually. 


ascending a large hill and the cart pulls 
rather hard through the sand. One o’clock 
in the morning finds us knocking at an inn- 
keeper’s gate for admission and a few min- 
utes later waiting for a partly awakened 
man to get the food for the horses. We at 
once lie down to rest, are up before four 
and on the road again before five. From 
time to time we would ride on ahead of the 
cart and while our horses was feeding upon 
the grass, snatch a little sleep as well. 
Journeying on until the hour of ten in the 
night, suddenly we are brought to a stand 
still, for some dyke has given away and the 
water in torrents is flowing down the road 
before us. One man goes ahead on horse- 
back leading the way, while the cart with 
difficulty follows, for at times one wheel 
would drop so suddenly into some gutter, 
that anything but a Chinese cart would have 
turned over. At midnight we reached our 
inn, wearily retired to rest, to be awakened 
early to resume our onward way. Starting 
on ahead of our cart, inquiring the way as 
we went, about three o’clock brought us to 
our mission door in the City of Ch’ong Uli. 
This is a large city, and is in fact the only 
one between Ning Hsfa and San Cheo, a 
distance of fifteen hundred li. One thing so 
noticeable during the four days’ journey thus 
far was the many delapatated houses, small 
villages ruined or the marks of bygone hat- 
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tle fields, all pointing to the great Moham- 
medan rebellion of thirty years ago, which 
so devastated this part of Kansuh. 

Let us now pay a little visit to the City 
of Ch’ong Uei and see how wonderfully God 
opened the doors of the place to His own 
little ones. A few years ago one of our 
missionaries, on entering, was not allowed 
to stay, but was quickly hustled out ef the 
other gate. Our Brother Lundberg next 
visited the place with the view of opening 
and succeeded in obtaining lodgings in an 
inn just outside the gate, but every door 
seemed barred against his entering further. | 
In fact the elders of the city agreed to- 
gether to keep the “foreign devil’ out and 
if asked was there a foreigner living in the 
city would scornfully reply, “Yes, there is 
one, but he is outside the city gate.” A few 
months passed and our brother succeeded in 
renting a house within the city, expecting 
then that he and his wife’s sojourn in an 
inn was over. The contract was drawn up. 
and signed. Somehow the elders of the 
city heard of it, sending at once for the 
owner of the house he was asked, “How 
much is the foreigner giving you for the 
house?” ‘Thirty thousand cash ($15),” - 
“Well, here is that amount of money, take 
it and don’t let the foreigner have your 
house.” The contract was then broken, and 
on our brother learning what the elders did, 
took it rather pleasantly, deciding to give 
them enough of that kind of thing, and at 
the same time help the poor a little. See- 
ing &@ poor man he would say, “If you have 
a house, why rent it to me, then go to the 
elders and they will give you the amount 
that I bargained to pay you.” With this 
thought in view four houses were rented in 
succession, houses which our brother could 
not possibly live in, and the money was 
paid them by the head men. Patience fin- 
ally found an entrance and through the 
very obstacles which had so long barred. One 
day a small mandarin of the city said “I 
will rent you a large house of mine in the 
city, in which you and your evangelist can 
live.” The contract being drawn up our 
brother asked him if he might immediately 
occupy the house. The answer to which was 
in the affirmative. 

This was in the evening and very early the 
next morning Brother Lundberg, with his 


_Wife and belongings might be seen entering 


the city making for their new home. The 
people pressing around them asked, “Why, 
where are you going? Have you got a 
house in the city?’ The reply being they 
had, giving the owner’s name, They quickly 
proceeded to his home to entreat him to 
stop the foreigner. Alas, in this they failed, 
for the owner, not thinking in the least that 
the man should move in so soon, and not 
intending that he should take his wife with 
him, the previous night had gone off into 
the country to attend a large feast, and had 
not yet returned. Thus, much to his sur- 
prise, when hastened back by an angry peo- 
ple, he found that the missionary had really 
settled. However, being a man of great in- 
fluence in the city he feared nothing, either 
from the people or the different mandarins. 
When asked why he rented his house to 
the foreigner, he replied: “Why, I did not 
expect him to take his wife or his belong- 
ings, but just himself and his evangelist to 
live in the house. Therefore, when you 
saw them coming in, why did you not stop 
them? Now they are in I cannot turn them 
out.” Immediately from one end of the city 
to the other the cry went forth. “We will 
pull the house down.” For a few days, out- 
side was all confusion, the sound of angry 
voices, while within there was quietness and 
peace. The Father Himself restrained. Then 
the second day after the entering, a Httle 
babe was born, and as the news spread 
through the upraised city against God’s little 
ones, how it turned their attitude, their re- 
spect for the little infant, causing them to 
return in quietness to their homes. Soon 
all was hushed. With perfect safety they 
dwelt in their new home. Our brother 
through his going in and out among the 
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people, exhibiting the beauties of a Christ- 
jan life, soon caused men to respect him, 
and now unhindered he moves about in that 
large city as their benefactor and their 
blesser. As we leave them to journey on our 
hearts are full of praise for the opening up 
of this city and for workers so true that 
defeat would not be accepted. © 


; Miss Sophie Peterson 

Glimpses Of ends us this description 
Life in Soudan. of life in the Soudan: The 
Lord is the same and His promises are 
still the same, that He will “never leave 
nor forsake us.” “And underneath us are 
the everlasting arms.” Yes, in the morn- 
ing He is my strength and help for the day, 
and in the evening, His peace still remains 
over me and is my-comfort, my all in all. 
_ J will only send you a little note of praise 
and thanksgiving for what the Lord has 
been to me in those past months, because I 
know that our brothers from the Soudan 
have told about the other things that have 
transpired since we came here. We are all 
well here now. The Lord has kept us won- 
derfully, and has given us direct answer to 
our prayers for healing our bodies many 
a time in the past months. And all the 
things that have swept through our little 
circle since we came here, have only been 
a Means to bring us in closer communion 
and fellowship with our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. And today our souls are re- 
joicing for ali His dealings with us and His 
tender mercy and loving kindness in train- 
ing, especially me, for this work. While 
at Ro-Bethel I had a week’ of fever, but the 
Lord soon gave me health again, and after 
Mrs. Francis and Mr. Hill went to sleep. [ 
was sent up here, and from that day to 
August the Lord kept me strong and well, 


and sometimes I was left alone at the station 


with only the sick ones around me. At one 
time our superintendent, Mr. Kingman and 
Messrs Mitchell, Smith and Codding had all 
left upon different places in Kuranko Land, 
and especially Brother Codding, because we 
had not for a long time heare anything from 
Brother Howard Smith, and we felt quite 
anxious about him, as he. had been out from 
the station for a long while preaching the 
Gospel. And after he left Mr. Francis got 
sick again with fever, and Miss Kinsey dur- 
ing this time was in bed. Now I did not 
know what to do for a moment. All had left, 
and I was alone with my sick ones and the 
gad experience that we had passed through 
before. I went to the Lord in prayer, ask- 
ing Him to send’some one to us, but I could 
not see any way out of my prayer, because 
there was not a soul to think of to come this 


ay. 

But God’s promises are, only “ask and be- 
lieve, and it shall be done unto you.” At 
this time, before noon that day, our dear 
Brother Howard Smith came to our station, 
sent of God. Oh, what a joy it was to my 
soul, and what a confidence we can have in 
prayers, knowing that our place is only to 
ask and believe, and not to try to reason out 
in what way God shall do t. Our work 
here is only a greater delight to us, because 
the Lord is our strength and our song, and 
“without Thee we can do nothing.” 

Our work is now among the children and 
of course many other little things come in 
day by day that have. to been seen to, especi- 
ally the study of the language. We have 
been out a number of times to different 
towns, and rice fields to speak to the people 
about Jesus, and the dying love, He has be- 
stowed upon them as well as upon us, and 
we stand believing that the Lord will give 
us some souls. We have meetings twice a 
day at our station, and on Sundays we also 
have meetings in the different towns besides 
our own prayers. A number of people come 
to our meeting every day, and we believe 
among them there are many that will soon 
come out and confess Christ. Three of them 
especially, one has openly confessed Jesus, 
and the others seem to long to do go, but 
poor souls. they have so many of their sup- 
erstitionsk to be eit loose fram, that it takes 


an Almighty God to strengthen. them and 
stand by their side. But through Him they 
shall be moved and conquered because He 
loved them with an everlasting love. Re- 
member u5 in prayer. 


t Miss Agnes Cooney sends 
es From 5 the following descrip- 

» macao. tion of their work: Several 
Sundays ago about eight o’clock a. m., the 
bell rang and we wondered who was com- 
ing so early. A fine-looking Chinese woman 
came up and asked if we preached Jesus 
here. She is a Christian who lives in Can- 
ton and was visiting a sister in Macao. She 
started out early to find a “Jesus Hall,” and 
after much seeking was sent here. We have 
a Chinese girl visiting us from the South 
Baptist School. in Canton. She was able 
to talk with our guest until time for our ser- 
vice at 10 a. m. The next week the sister 
came to us to be taught the doctrine, and 
later her husband came. Mr. Hess’s teach- 
er has been explaining the doctrine to him 


and the man came to our evening prayers > 


and seemed to be earnestly seeking light. 

Several weeks ago a husband and wife, 
who lived in the block opposite us, died of 
black plague. They left one danghter about 
thirteen years old. We have so longed to 
comfort her, but we must be careful in en- 
tering homes unasked. However, Mrs. Hess 
took some fragrant flowers from our gar- 
den to her and the next day she called, ac- 
companied by a neighbor. She can read, and 
I gave her a copy of Mark’s and John’s Gos- 
pels. : 

I told you in my last letter that Shang, 
our table boy went with us on our boat trip. 
He has been in our employ about a year, and 
has attended services here in the Home, but 
did not openly confess Jesus as his Saviour. 
We trusted the trip would be of blessing to 
him, as he would be in close contact with 
the Christian boy Miss White had. His wife 
lives with his mother part of the year and 
the other part with him. They have only 
one child, a little girl. He wrote to his wife 
and mother asking them to accompany us 
back to Macao. He brought his wife and 
child, but the mother couldn't leave home at 
that time. Miss White was so kind and 
talked with his wife, and the Chinese girls 
were also kind. She remained at the Bap- 
tist school over Sunday, and then came to 
Macao. Since A Mui, the Chinese girl of 
whom I have written before, came, Tai Lo 
has had daily teaching and has accepted the 
Savior A. Shang stopped worshipping idols 
months ago, and now he and his wife pray 
to the true God. This has been such a joy 
to us, for we have prayed daily for their 
conversion. ‘ 

Last week A. Shang’s mother came and 
spent three days here. He had told her she 
must not worship idols, but the true God; 
but he did not dare to say Jesus, and so she 
heard of Him for the first time last week. 
She has not loved his wife and has urged 
him to bring another wife home to her. You 
know it is not wrong according to Chinese 
custom to have several wives. The mother 
was displeased because her only grand 
child is a girl, and has made Tai Go's life 
very sad. A. Shang seems to really love his 
wife, and its very fond of the child, and re- 
fuses to marry another woman. Imagine 
our joy, then when his mother hear the 
Gospel gladly and accepted its teachings! 
Surely we have reason to rejoice. Our cook 
and wife are not yet saved, but we are pray- 
ing for them. Will you join us in our pe- 
titions? Our werkers are all well and yet 
we need constantly to stand in God for life 
and health during this heated season. 


The Bombay Guardian 
nr oem states: The December 1s- 

. sue of the India Alliance 
contains interesting accounts from various 
places, of the progress of the work of the 
Alliance Mission in India. In Gujerat the 
Christian community connected with the 
Mission numbers one hundred and fifty. and 
there are about fifty candidates for baptism.” 
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THE FIRST NEW SONG. 


“..2:. (CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 204) 





to the timid, tenement-house, poverty- 
stricken, crippled, shut-in, dying darling, 
who sent her only flower, a love gift, to 
another; they are kings, every one, and 
from where they stand a stream of holy 
helpfulness broadens onward unceasingly. 
In our beloved Methodism, Wesley, 
Fletcher, Coke, Asbury, Ryerson, Pun- 
shon and a host of others have an abiding 
spiritual presence and power. 

Kings in heaven. Ah! this was a song 
of heaven. “Nothing that maketh a lie” 
enters there, and so this which they sang 
was true. They sang the sacred crown- 
ing in the shadows and the secret of the 
“Valley,” where the royal angels met 
them. Kings unto God and our Father, 
because of the love and the blood. 

“He came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister.” “He that is greatest is 
servant of all.” “Jesus Christ, a High 
Priest, forever.” Think of it! Of the 
priest and sacrificial offering of the old 
ritual; of the whole tribal family of 
priests who served the people. They were 
priests in that their portion was the love- 
gift of the people. 

Then consider our High Priest and the 
spotless lamb offered in Him because of 
His love for us. Do ye see how this. 
Atonement sanctifies every service and 
every servant? “Inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of these ye did it. In heaven 
only? No, no! Here, here, and now. 
What think ye? Do ye understand, each 
of you, the royalty of your person and 
service because of ‘the love of Jesus? No 
wonder the white, freed souls, arrayed in 
white robes, sing in the white light, with 
hearts at love’s white heat: 

“Unto Him be glory and dominion for- 
ever and ever.” Jet us pray. Reader, 
de then pray, too 
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Requests for prayer should be. addressed 


-. . to Assistant Editor of the CHRISTIAN ALLI- 
. "anos, 692 Eighth Ave., New York City. 


All persons expecting a reply by mail, and 


: "wishing to know date and hour for united 
_c¢. prayer, please enclose a stamped envelope or 
eu. Stamp. 


«, SALVATION. 


A husband in Detroit, Mich., to be de- 


~ Jivered from the enemy in heart and life, 
“be fully saved and used by the Lord, that 
ithe wife may be restored to health and 
_°.gsanetified, and that a sister in Grand Rap- 
‘ids, may be divinely healed and receive 
*. great spiritual blessing; 


eonversion of a 


father-in-law, and that he may be used 


. in future to serve and honor the Lord more 


even than he has done evil in the past; 


.., Balvation of a husband and _ deliverance 
“from the drink demon, and that the wife 

“may receive power of the Spirit to endure 
-« tribulations; 


full salvation of a man in 
Kansas City, Mo., that he may be made 


"perfect in Christ Jesus; salvation of twelve 
:. souls, and that a wife may be healed and 
ptrengthened, that a dear daughter 
also be healed of rheumatism and that di- 
.. vine guidance may be given a family desir- 
<°4ing to be brought into closer contact with 
. consecrated Christians; 
-; tempted by the enemy into grievous sins 
‘:-and that he may be greatly used by Him, 
.-. /-also that the daughter may be saved and 
"healed, and. divine health restored to the 


may 


conversion of son 


mother, financial blessing for all; a friend 
in Maryland to be gloriously saved to the 


-uttermost, and an earnest one to receive 


the baptism with the Holy Spirit for His 


- service. 


BAPTISM OF THE SPIRIT. 


v 


Pray for:— ; 
: Baptism of the Spirit for two waiting 
. one at Toronto, Canada, causing them to 
_. work for Him in saving souls and hasten- 
-~. dn His coming; the “mind of Christ’ for 
- @ mother and son in New England to de- 


cide in an important matter; a faithful, 


= aged grandmother to be specially blessed 
“. Sand filled with all the fulness of God, and 
.. ‘that grandsons may be consecrated and 
‘x -endured for His service; a verification of 
'<Pgalm xxxiv. 6, and Job v. 19, to two in Sa- 
““vannah, Ga., 

_ ‘selves a living sacrifice unto ‘God; special 


who have presented them- 


blessing on the paper, THE CHRISTIAN AL- 


“LIANCE and the premium, “Days of Heaven 

- upon Earth,” just going 
*-friend’s 
-. Georgia; a young lady seeking divine guid- 
; ance in a very difficult and delicate matter, 
“-and that one who has a disease, humanly 


{through their 


subscription) to dear one in 


incurable, may be healed to the glory of 


'--God; spiritual, mental, physical and tem- 


poral help for a gentleman in Brooklyn in 
great distress; an outpouring of the Spirit 
of prevailing prayer on all who have an- 
swered the appeal of the Prayer Union, and 


*. special enduement for an earnest one in 
...-. Hartford, Conn.; a brother in Indianapolis 


to be healed spiritually and physically, and 


-.. .that he may be greatly used by the Lord. 


HEALED. 


F Pray for:— 


A suffering one to be restored to health, 


“and that a stranger in New York City out 


of employment and homeless may be di- 
vinely aided; the recovery of an only son, 
and the salvation of his sister; divine de- 
liverance and comfort for one in Chicago, 
Tll., and that God's) guidance in a_ sur- 
rendered life may be made very plain: heal- 
me at 7 hay Sy oahet fe ie Pa HOV 


ico, N. ¥., and salvation of a dear father, 
guidance also in an important matter; di- 
vine healing of a friend in Jersey City, N. 
J., almost helpless, oh, pray; complete heal- 
ing and the very faith of God, for a dear 
one in Alliance, Ohio, and that she may 
rest entirely in the finished work of Jesus 
on the cross, entire deliverance for a sis- 
ter in New York City from serious dis- 
eases, and infilling with the Spirit; a dear 
one in Jackson, Miss., to be healed of very 
severe catarrh of the head ,and that she 
may receive His fulness; complete healing 


-of a dear Christian man who is the victim 


‘of consumption; restoration of a loved one 
to health and that his may be a life of per- 
fect trust and full surrender; the arm of 
one in Martinsburg, Pa., to be divinely 
healed; restoration of sight to a dear one 
in North Carolina, healing of the husband 
and that both may be filled with the Spirit 
‘and be helped financially; healing of heart 
trouble causing distressed breathing, for 
one whom God has greatly blessed in the 
past; the healing of one at Dansville, Ky., 
of a nervous trouble affecting the mind, 
and guidance concerning him; divine heal- 
ing of an aged and suffering father, a min- 
ister in Germantown, Pa., that God may be 
glorified; complete healing of a severe 
nervous trouble for one in Boston, Mass., 
and that she may be divinely taught of His 
will and way; restoration to health to one 
in Peak’s Island, Me., from a very nervous 
condition, quickening of hearing, also that 
another may be healed from the result of 
an accident, that two young ladies may 
receive physical quickening, and hearing be 
restored to a deaf lady, another receive 
again her reason; a suffering one in War- 
ren, Conn., to be healed of a painful trouble 
caused by an accident many years ago, also 
full consecration and sanctification ;divine 
healing of a minister in Albany, Wis., of 
paralysis and deafness for God’s glory, and 
that a man who has been inveigled into a 
dangerous position in business may be de- 
livered from it, and divine wisdom re- 


~ ceived. 


PRAISES. 


From Hawleyville, Conn.—for divine open- 
ing of the way to a dear sister to prepare 
for home or foreign work, in answer to the 
faithful prayers of God’s children of the 
Christian Alliance. 


From Toronto, Can.—for special blessings, 
financial help especially, for two grandsons 
who left their home for Winnepeg with the 
prayers of Christians following them. 


From Cleveland, Ohio.—for healing of 
rheumatism for a daughter; a note of praise 
from the mother for continued divine health 
since His blessed healing a year ago. “I 
am well and strong, praise the Lord.” 


From Chicago, Ill—‘TI want to praise God 
for the answer to prayer for the troubled 
church. Certainly the Spirit’s presente 
was manifest in subduing the spirit of evil. 
Pray that showers of blessing may follow.” 


From Sunside, N. Y.—for healing chronic 
spinal trouble ,asthma and la grippe. “As 
long as I live will I praise the Great Phy- 
sician of soul and body for life and health 
that are mine through the atonement made 
by Him. Matt. viii. 17.” 


' . From St. Louis, Mo.—‘‘God answered the 


prayers for a Man’s conversion; we are 
all blessing Him and desiring all His ful- 
ness for spirit, soul and body, for us all.” 


From Smithport, Pa.—for healing of 
spinal disease an invalid of forty years, and 
from the severest form of catarrh, also 
fram the results of two severe accidents. 
“Tam made ‘every whit whole. No one can 
tel} ihe jov that Wis Jleving toueh brings fa 
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CHOSEN IN HIM." 
(CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 222) 


It was the love that spread the feast 
And sweetly drew me in, 

Lest I had still refused to taste, 
And perished in my sin.” 


2. The security which this guarantees 
to the trusting soul. Our salvation be- 
comes primarily God’s interest and part 
of God’s plan. The old Scotchwoman 
had a sound theology when some one 
asked her, “Suppose God should some day 
let you go?” and she answered, “Weel, if 
He did He would lose much more than 
I” God has staked His character and 
His glory upon our future, and we may 
humbly and yet triumphantly say, “I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature 
shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Lord our 
Lord.” . 

3. The grandeur which it gives to our 
spiritual outlook and our heavenly dig- 
nity. It makes us partakers of God’s two 
eternities. Not only can we look down 
through the ages that shall never end, 
and think of all that it means to be for- 
ever saved, but we can look back to the 
most distant past and know that we are 
partakers of His eternal years in the 
restropect, as well as the prospect. 

There is a truth lying here half hidden 
which seems at least suggested, if not dis- 
tinctly revealed. The life that we have 
received from God is not our old Adam 
born. That has been laid down, surren- 
dered, crucified and buried, and we have 


“- received a new life in Jesus Christ and 


count ourselves alive in Him forevermore. 
But what is that new life? It is Christ’s 
life, and when we receive it from Him we 
receive His past eternity with it. That 
life is not of yesterday. That life was in 
Him when He rose for us from the dead, 
and was born in us from His very heart 
and is part of Him. Nay, that life was 
in Him in the ages long ago when He 
became our living Head first, and so we 
can look back to the time when we were 
in Him yet unborn. 

Have you ever had a strange conscious- 
ness pass through your being at the sight 
of some beautiful scene or the occurrence 
of some striking circumstance, making 
you almost feel as if you had been there 
before? The Buddhist would explain 
this by the doctrine of transmigration, 
but the child of God recognizes the loftier 


fact, that He is sharing the thoughts of 


Him from whom his nature sprang, and 
whose goings forth have been of old, even 
from everlasting. The Psalmist has got 
the true conception, “Lord, Thou has 
been our dwelling place in all the gener- 
ations.” Let us realize our high calling 
and our heavenly dignity and live up to it. 

4, What infinite comfort this truth 
brings to us in view of Satan’s assaults 
and life’s temptations! Our salvation 
was planned before Safan appeared upon 
{he scene and his coming cannot chanwe 
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in the light of all the perils and pleasures 
that were to meet us He chose us. He 
looked down into the futtre, and He an- 
ticipated and provided against all that 
" might ever come; and now, when trial and 
temptation meet us, let us just place over 


against it the eternal God and the purpose 


of His grace, which neither earth nor hell 

- can turn aside if we be only true. 

_. 5. Let us not hinder His purpose. Co- 

operate with it, and by our implicit obedi-|1 

_ence enable Him to accomplish all that 
He has ever had in His heart for our life 

‘and destiny. There is a solemn and aw- 
ful possibility lying somewhere here that 
we cannot ignore. There is such a thing 
as failing of the grace of God, and there 
is such a thing as being workers together 
with Him. Therefore one apostle prays 

. that we may “lose nothing of the things 

that we have of God, but receive a full 

. reward;” and another pleads that “God 

' will count us worthy of this high calling, 
and fulfill in us all the pleasure of His 
goodness” and the work of faith with 
power. 

- There is a very solemn parable in the 
book of Jeremiah telling of a potter who 
wrought upon a wheel a plastic piece of 
clay, but through some failure of the clay 
to yield to His touch perhaps, the vessel 
was marred in the hands of the potter 
and he had to throw it aside for a time. 
Then He took it upagain and wrought an- 
other vessel as it pleased the potter to 
make it. May it be that we, by failing 
to yield to His gentle touch may disap- 
_ point His first purpose for us, and that 
~ He will have to make some other use of 
.our life, and give us His second best. Oh, 

let us watch and pray, and press hard up 
to His blessed will that we may not miss 

--God’s best. 

_ 6, Let us make sure of being inside 

_.God’s purpose by choosing Christ our- 

selves, and making sure that we are in 

_Him; for it is in Him we are chosen, and 
out of Him we have nothing. Talk as 
you will about all things ending well, it 
is only true that “all things work together 
for good to them that love God, and to 

“them that are called according to His pur- 
“pose.” 

Outside of Christ you are strangers from 
the covenant promise, aliens from thecom- 
monwealth of Israel, having no hope and 
without Godintheworld. Outside of Christ 
you are treading on crumbling ground, and 
- beneath you is a yawning grave and an 
eternal fire, and above you a cloud all 
lurid with judgment and despair. In 
Him alone do you meet God and enter 
into His plan of love. That plan you can 
never understand till you get inside. As 
some one has finely illustrated it, it is like 
a splendid temple on whose front you will 
see these lines in golden letters, ““Whoso- 
ever will, let him come.” But when you 
get inside you find another inscription, 
“Chosen in Him before the foundation of 
she world;” but you can’t understand this 
until you have first accepted the other. 
God has given you the freedom of choice 
or refusal, and when you have made that | 


happy choice you have made your selec- 
tian cies OW mivol- 
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BERACHAH HOME 


SOUTH NYACK, N. Y. 
A house of rest and healing. Accommo- 
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: _ MISS S. A. LINDENBERGER 
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HE EASY FOOD 


Easy o Buy, Easy to 
Cook, Easy to Eat, Easy 
{to Digest. Easily the Best 

| Cereal Food in the world. 


UAKER OATS 


Delicious, healthful 
‘land economical. At all 
Grocers in 2-lb. packages. 


SPIRITUALISM 


From the Point of View of the Bibie Student, 


Address 0. A. Koetitz, Box $34 Bennett, Pa. 





|FROM THE HOLY LAND” tected, pressed’ ana 


porters mounted on cards from Jerusalem, Gethse- 
mane, Olivet, Calvary, etc. rices, per dozen, 26c., 
bie. Also Bethlehem flowers arranged for Xmas 
and New Year. Prices, per dozen, 37c. and 50c. Spe- 
cial terms to agents and Sunday school teachers. 
Address Mra. JANETTA SILBERMAN, 


Jerusalem, Palestine. 
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[ASTER LILLIES 


s |mporters Direct from the Growers in Bermuda, we are Shewared to sup- 
ply these beautiful flowers and to deliver same in good time for Easter. 


. The Lillies are packed in boxes containing about Fifty Buds and the cost 
; per box, delivered, is $3. 


“Orders should reach us not later than March 20, and must be accom- 
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~~ of Deaven 
+ Gpon Earth © 


ae : "This beautiful little volisenis’ is issued in 
on aaa exceedingly handsome style. It is 

oe AN ATTRACTIVE GIFT BOOK ee 

Sn.» jdand atthe sametime . . sea Bee 

. 8°". A DAILY MANUAL FOR CHRISTIAN LIFE 






Each page contains a short chapter on 
* -some Bible motto for the day, and we 
“~ have the testimony of those who have 
been using it already through the past 
months of the year that it has prov- 
“> sed a wonderful daily blessing in their 
"walk with God. Price $1.25. By 
_. sending $2 you can obtain this book 
and ‘The Christian and Missionary 
~-"." Alliance for one yeas, free by mail, 
Send your orders to 





Christian aie 4 | 
NYACK, N. Y. 
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This is our new hymn 
book containing over 





_. THREE HUNDRED NEW HYMNS: 
BY Ren GaSe ee 
__ Sweeney, _..- Kirkpartick, 
“Excell, os Kinapp, 

* Burke, os Myland, 
Kirk, | Miss Agnew, 

-Miss Shepard, . Mr. Simpson 

oe AND OTHERS. 


Bound in Cloth, bare Full Music Edition . » 8 35 

Paper Boards . . . 50 
Cloth « 8 . _@ * e . “U5 
Leather . . 7 é . Z . 100 





Large Discounts on Large Orders, 
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| Pentecoot for Me 
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_REY. O. E. MALLORY, D.D. 


“PRICE, 75 CENTS 





This book is founded upon a re- 
markable Christian Biography, and 
is a thrilling appeal for a Deeper 
Spiritual fife, and fitted to awaken a 
profound hunger in every heart for the 
Pentecostal Baptism, and at the same 
time, to satisfy it. Send all orders to 


Christian Alliance = 0 ee 
Publishing Qompany 
NYACK, N. Y Be sige a8 Me ae 
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-. Publishing Company 


- *.:Daysof HeavenonEatth .  .  , $1 25 
Present Truths 2. 00. Ow, 50 

* "Heavenly Vision. The . ie igh 50 
Self Life and Christ Life : M0 
EiShadai . ee a 
Fulness of Christ—Dr. Rison . ; “45 
Holy Spirit—by Bishop ee ee es | 
God’sBest . . 2. 4. , a 
Lovest Thou Me S wo © 2 30 





a s “Life More Abundant. » . 30 
~.° Spiritual Mountain Tops 


_ SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
TO COLPORTEURS 


Christian Alliance 
Publishing Gompany 


NYACK, N. Y. 
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DENEWAL OF PREMIUM OFFERS! 


Deferring to the wishes of many of our subscribers and friends who were hindered by 


various reasons from ere for several of our premiums before the former offer expired, we 
hereby 


RENEW THE OFFER FOR THE ‘MONTH OF MARCH 





From this date until further notice the following premiums will be sent with THE 


CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE for one year, namely: 


.,OXFORD SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 


1, To t any person ai us two dollars, we will send the CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE for one 


year and the Oxford Sunday School Teachers’ Bible, complete new ee leather bound, linen lined, divinity circuit 
with red under gold edges, size 54x8 inches. 


INTERNATIONAL TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 


"3, "To any ¢ one aie us two dollars we will send the CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE for one year , 
and the International Teachers’ Bible, self-pronouncing, with all the helps, linen lined, red under gold edges, divinity 


circuit, size 54x74 inches. 


. BAGSTER’S BIBLE. 


°g, To any 0 one Meade two aallacacs we will and the CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE, for one year 


and an elegantly bound copy of Bagster’s Bible, known as the Comprehensive Teachers’ Bible, with new helps and 
illustrations, bound with leather and lined with ‘strong linen, warranted not to crack, size 5$x8. . 
' OXFORD SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ BIBLE (Indexed). ae 


4, To : any one sending us threedollars we will send the CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE i one e year 
and the complete Oxford Sunday School Teachers’ Bible, with all the newest plates and helps, indexed, bound in Aleu- 
tian morocco, divinity circuit, red under gold edges; size 54x8 inches. This is the same Bible we gave last year. 


. INTERNATIONAL SELF-PRONOUNCING TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 


+b. ‘To any | one sending us three dollars we will send the CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE tor ae, 


year and the International Self-pronouncing Teachers’ Bible, a complete Sabbath School edition, large clear type, 
leather lined, divinity circuit, red under gold edges, size 54x8 inches, 


-OXFORD TEACHERS’ BIBLE (Long Primer + dition). 


6. To any one ‘eondiug us three dollars we will send the CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE for one 


year and an entirely new edition of the Oxford Teachers’ Bible in long primer type, a size larger than those previously 
offered. This Bible is bound in complete Aleutian morocco, leather lined, divinity circuit, with red under gold edges, 
size 6x8 inches. It is the only long primer Bible ever offered as a premium, and could not be purchased retail for 
anything like the price which it is now offered with this paper. 


“DAYS OF HEAVEN UPON EARTH. 


”. To t any one endings us two aoline we will send the CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE ioe one ' 


year and the DAYS OF HEAVEN UPON EARTH, a new Year Book of Scripture Texts and Living Truths, by Rev. 
A. B. Simpson. Containing one page for each day in the year. Beautifully bound with artistic cover, gilt tops. 
“THE ILLUMINATED BIBLE. 


8. To any one aa us five aatiaes we will send the CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE ibe one year 
and the Illuminated Bible, bound in full turkey, silk sewed, divinity circuit, red under gold edges (regular price, $15). 


The very finest style of binding. If desired we will accept two dollars cash for this premium and one dollar per month 
for three months until the whole is paid. 


In the case of all above premiums, postage a all expenses “will Be aie Make checks 
payable and address 


THE CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 


692 EIGHTH AVENUE, NEW YORK OITY. 
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